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The pid it—forbid it, every principle dear to an _ high value set on the territory, and described the || of them. He gave utterance to it. And if war e 
t the oie heart. advantages that might be, in a few years,derived || must come, let it come; it will not find us unpre- ie 
edeq ae had read in some of the leading journals from the establishment of a harbor at the mouth || pared. Great Britain sees and appreciates the i: 
tain, d supposed it legitimate and proper to avert | of the Oregon, which, considering the position of advantages she derives from possession. She s 
L Cer. “.) deep denunciations against emigration to China, was now absolutely essential; but which, || looks with an eye of desire on the fertile valleys F 


‘ven, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 







Throughout life he 


The Senator from Massachusetts advocates a. 


5 
is ig ‘owan; the groundwork for these denunciations, , owing to an opportunity thrown away, when a || and mountains of the Oregon; she already pic- 
os eon, : . ° . : * t 
Ving feared, was to be found in a speech delivered | settlement was easy of accomplishment, could || tures to herself an increase of wealth frem the 5 
rt, or wn twelve months back by the honorable Sen- now only be effected by the sword, || erection of a great commercial city on one of the ; 


‘or from South Carolina. 














entertained a feeling for that gentleman, 





delay of six months; but what have we to gain | 





most favored sites inthe world. Noris she blind 


# 


at s ) to the advantages which it offers in a military # 
ALON xcept of profound respect and unfeigned admira- | by delay? or what have we to dread from imme- || point of view, nor to the benefits and facilities 3 
l'rue in: and deeply did he regret being compelled to | diate.action, more than from future action? No, | which it will afford in her trade to India and 
fany ude in any but laudatory terms to anything that | the people will brook no longer delay; it can be || China; but above all, looks she to the power and 
hose ver fell from him. He could not follow that hon- | productive of no good, but may be of much evil. || influence it gives her over the numerous Indian 
ar rable Senator in precise words; but the substance | Give six months for deliberation, and six months || tribes congregated round in every direction. In 
g by of bis speech went to characterize those seeking | more will be sought for, until at last England fas- || selecting places for the removal of our Indian 
they home in the Oregon as wanton adventurers, | tens in her possession, and defies removal. Is it || tribes, he always thought it was the policy of our 
| Our whose movements were injurious to the best in- |, to be hoped that England will, by delay, give up | Government to place them out of the reach or in- 
our wresis of the country. He asked, was it true || her pretended claim? No; history tells us to the || fluence of foreign Powers, but more especially 
that they were actuated by no motive but those | contrary. For the last eight centuries, since the || Great Britain; and he would now say to the Sen- 
nt of described by the Senator from South Carolina? || days of William the Norman, she has held on, || ator from Massachusetts, and to those gentlemen 
con- Had they no object but those of plunderers and || except ejected by force, wherever she obtained a || who sat approvingly, and with smiling counte- 
| de. marauders? If so, the Government was criminal || foothold. Never, from that day, has she paused || nances, listening to him dealing out his irony yes- 
and in not staying their progress. But they merited i in carrying conquest and dominion; and never, || terday,that this proximity will not answer. Who 
eded no such character. He spoke from knowledge. || from that day, have Englishmen been taught to || can tell the fearful consequences that may ensue 
\ the He knew many of them; and he knew them not || believe otherwise than ‘* to the uttermost part of | from the artful stirring up of those Indians by 
day, to be wanton adventurers, but men whose feel- | the earth is our inheritance.’’ It is their maxim || Great Britain and her emissaries? What is to 
ul, to ings came warmly from the heart, without dis- || and belief, and is stamped as truth in every Eng- || prevent an attack of fifty thousand of them on the 
nces, guise; men who knew not what it was even to || lishman’s bosom. This grasping spirit has car- || frontiers of the West?) What could then save . 
emi- conceive a wrong, and whose energies and im- } ried her on, until the ancient monarchies of Eu- || that generous, brave, and patriotic body of pio- t 
diate pulses went to add to the growing grandeur of || rope have been reduced, and there is left but one || neers from the horrors of the scalping-knife? ' 
yd their beloved country. The spirit that actuated || Power on earth who dare fearlessly confront her. || What could resist or stem the torrent of fire and } 
P them was not that of wanton adventure, but a || Talk of negotiation! England has gained as | blood, or who could describe the suffering of help- ef 
f the spirit that, as Americans, we might well feel | much dominion by her deep-laid diplomacy, as | !e8s wives and innocent children? England, our e. 
anks proud of; it was a spirit that would, ere long, by force ofarms. She owes as much to Walpole, || ancient enemy, is not easily satisfied. She bears, 3 
ough display our glorious flag from the heads of a thou- || Pitt, Castlereagh, &c.,asshe does to Malborough, || fankling within her, a bitter remembrance of the a 
rds; sand masts In the river Columbia. Rodney, Nelson, or Wellington. Tojudge by the || Revolution; from that a hostility arose on both & 
PASE; It would ill become us to check the spirit of || past—and his life for its fulfillment—when she | sides, that exists, and cannot be eradicated. 4 
ring- adventure; to it We OWe Our existence as a nation; | lifts her foot from where she has placed it, it will | This was not a question of dollars and cents; 
a thesame spirit which led our emigrants to Ore- || not be by diplomacy. We must win it if we wear || but it was a question of — Densenoanines 
an n, led to the discovery of our continent; it || it. shame; and it was for us to decide which. For 
'ifice Frought the brave Smith Mr his comrades to our || Whenever this question was brought up in any | his own part, if the whole territory from 42° to 
ens. shores; and had it not been for such spirit, our || shape—when, afew weeks ago, as a resolution || 54040’ north latitude was volcanic; was it the soil 
ere- pilgrim fathers would never have sought a home || by the Senator from Ohio, and again, a few days || giving root to the poisonous Upas; was it with- 
and on the inhospitable shores of the North, or the || ago, on a book question—it was sure to be met || out, or incapable of giving growth to, a single 
The Huguenots a refuge from persecution in the sa- || with a complaint of being out of season. There || blade of grass, he would resist—ay, to the death; 
long vamahs of the South. It was this spirit which || was either a negotiation pending, or about to || he would not yield one inch; and the contest should 
mn of give to our country the brightest jewel in her || commence, but he could not tell what they had || alone conclude by the destruction or extinction 
| the dixdem—the great and mighty West—a portion || to negotiate about. The title was ours; no one || of one or the other. 
did of our country forty years ago a wilderness, now denied it; it was good against the world. There The Senator from Massachusetts had, among 
1 by represented ip this Chamber by twenty Senators, || were no conflicting claims; what, then, were ne- | other modes, resorted to an appeal to our nerves; 
t he ad in the other branch of Congress by one hun- || gotiators to act upon? They talk to us of giving || he described England, if thwarted, as an eagle 
his dred Representatives. up a part and receiving an equivalent for the bel- || ready to stoop, beak, talons, and all, not on Ore- 
vale, Thehonorable Senator from Massachusetts tells || ance. What equivalent? Must we be compelled || gon alone, but on our whole devoted country. 
were w that England has no wish to hold Oregon for || to part with our own against our inclination, be- || Mr. CHOATE explained, but so inaudibly, as 
able wricultural purposes; her whole object is to en- || cause England says she must and will have it? || not to be heard distinctly in the reporters’ gallery. 
18 of ableher companies to carry on successfully the || What (he asked again) was the proposed equiva- || Mr. HANNEGAN said, if he misunderstood 
ffer- fur trade; and as soon as the musk-rats become || lent? Base, filty lucre?, No, he would not burn || him, he had the felicity to do so in company with 
w of warce from .over hunting, why, she will give all || his hand with a single dollar of countless millions || several others. His friend on his left took down 
ager tous,and drive her hunters further north into || obtained in such a way; it would burn—it would || the words at the moment, and they agreed with 
my the territory of the Russians, there to occupy new || disgrace him below the level of man. We want || his own notes also taken then. 
na ground for their avocations. But on what author- || no equivalent. We want no exchange. Shalla Mr. CHOATE rose, not to retract a single sen- 
tad ity has he made this assertion, or on what grounds || man, absent from his dwelling, find, on his return, || tence, but to declare solemnly that the substance 
— has he assumed such to be the fact? England did || a stranger standing in the doorway and refusing |} of his remarks was as before explained, and not 
wuld tot require the tops of the mountains in Maine || him admittance? Shall he desert his wife and || as understood by the honorable Senator from In- 
ron) ragricultural purposes, yet she was willing to || children, and say, i will go hence, and return in || diana. 
ie fo war for them. England did not require the || a few days, when perhaps this stranger will per- || Mr. HANNEGAN proceed to say that, if de- 
) tock of Gibraltar as a garden for agricultural prod- || mit me to enter peaceably? And shall we delay || claring our own to be our own, brings down the 
bia lee, yet she went to war for it. She did not || to assert our rights in the eye of God and man, eagle of England, beak, talons, and all, on Ore- 
os i the Island of Malta,wi:h a soil not ten inches || because a mighty and haughty nation dares to || gon, let her come; we know not what it is to fear 
a, ‘ep, to use for agricultural produce, yet sooner || cast on us a threatening glance? or, like our an- || her, But such appeals he scarcely thought to hear 
aie give up possession of it, she occasioned the || cestors, boldly and at once assert those rights, || from a descendant of the pilgrim fathers; he did 
ish ‘ontinuance of a war which embroiled all Europe. || and leave our cause to God? The honorable Sen- || not think that such vision could enter even into the 
“9 aa not for the advancement of agriculture that || ator, in the course of his remarks on yesterday, || dreams of one whose home gave him the privi- 
nar deluged the plains of Affghanistan, and the | asserted that those who advocated a war under lene of treading the hallowed ground of Bunker’s 
vith roads leading to it for hundreds of miles, with | those circumstances were fitter for hell than earth. ill. 
aa lood. No; it was for the power that possession | Mr. CHOATE explained. What he said was, Let England dare to stoop on the Oregon, and, 
ae gives; and it is for the power which possession of || that those who would advocate a war in prefer- || my head for it, she will never, never again re- 
“ the Oregon gives over the North and South Pa- ence to a treaty that would give us all our rights, || sume her lofty poise. When she attempts to 
Able tific, that she now seeks to retain her hold. To | and all we sought for, were fitter for hell than || rise, she will find her wings clipped and her talons 
nd show the strange discrepancy between the views || earth. : harmless. They will be well cut, or 1am much 
wo of the honorable Senator from Massachusetts and | Mr. HANNEGAN did not wish to misrepre- || deceived. ; 
ong the views entertained in England, Mr. H. read an || sent the gentleman; he quoted as he understood The charge of conspiracy had been gravely put 
lest *xtract from the London Morning Chronicle, || it; but if those advocating the sentiment that war, || forward, that certain portions of the country, 
od? vhich he supposed was entitled, on this question, || with all its horrors, was preferable to being forced with ine distinguished Senator from Missourt 





{Mr. Benton] at their head, seemed as if con- 


© a8 mach weight as if it appeared in the Globe || to sell one foot of our territory against our incli- | , r é ; 
lnielige The extract went to show the | nation, were fitter for hell than earth, he was one || spiring to involve this Government jn a war with 


or igencer. 
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Great Britain. Such, at least, was the inference i and the only one by which unnecessary dangers | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


to be drawn from the language of gentlemen on 
the opposite side—especially that of the Senator 
from Virginia, the distinguished chairman of. the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, [Mr. Arcuer;} 
for that language had given color to the argu- 
ment. Now, he, for one, could conscientiously 
say, that if there was any such conspiracy exist- 
ing, he had a right to complain of his friends for 
not letting him know of it; for surely they must 
have been aware that, if any man in the world 
ought to be in it, he was one, as no man could 
have more at heart than he had, the Oregon ques- 
tion. *Yet, he appealed to the honorable Senator | 
from Missouri, if he had ever exchanged a word 
with him about conspiring to effect the disruption 
of our amicable relations with Great Britain? 
Not a word of the kind had ever transpired be- 
tween them. But this he knew, that, if the Gov- 
ernment did not do its duty in maintaining its 
own rights with respect to the territory, and in | 
protecting its citizens settling there, and should 
refuse to extend to them the shield of its laws | 
and authority, he was not prepared to say that 

he would decline engaging in a conspiracy with 
patriotic and honorable men to assist those citi- 
zens in protecting themselves. 

No gentleman on that floor could be further | 
from any disposition to plunge this country into | 
the horrors of war than he was. No man hada | 
higher appreciation of the advantages of peace | 
than he had. No consideration could induce him | 
to give a vote that would have any tendency to | 
involve this country in an unjust war. But, when | 
right and justice are on our side—when truth is 
with us, and national honor is to be sustained— | 

| 
| 
{ 


he could not stop to calculate consequences. 
« Thrice is he armed who hath his quarrel just.’’ 


Such arguments as are urged here against this | 
resolution, backed by a refusal to act, will have | 
no effect in allaying the deep and settled determ- | 
ination of the western population to possess, as | 
the right of this country, the territory to which 
our indisputable claims extend. From the days | 
of Lewis and Clark they have regarded the Ore- 
gon question with feelings of the deepest interest. 
On this question there exists among them a more 
intense feeling than any that has ever been ex- 
erted since the last struggle with Great Britain. 
Involving all the questions which it does, of na- 
tional pride, national independence, and national 
honor, it is to them of inestimable value. They | 
will never consent to the acceptance of any | 
*‘equivalent’’ that surrenders one inch of that | 
birthright which they received from,their fathers, 
and will, at any cost, maintain. Sooner than 
barter it away, whenever the question shall be 
presented of surrendering any the smallest por- 
tion of that territory, it was his conviction that 
the people of the West would prefer perishing on 
the breach to defend it from partition or spoliation. 

Mr. DAYTON rose and addressed the Senate 
for an hour and a half in reply to the advocates 
of the resolution. At the outset, he adverted to | 
the self-imposed restraint he should labor under 
in avoiding the path of argument already trod- | 
den by the Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. | 
Cuoate,] in the eloquent remarks he made yes- | 
terday. He could not but feel, too, that this de- 
bate was mistimed and out of season, here or 
elsewhere; but, as the discussion had been pro- 
voked, he also felt that it must be met, so that the 
arguments on both sides should go fairly before | 
the country. 

The Senator from Massachusetts yesterday | 
complained that the Senator who mncobannl this | 
resolution had not disclosed what lay behind— | 
what were the ultimate intentions—what it was 
to lead to. To be sure it was not necessary, for | 
that could not be mistaken, Two bills on the | 
table intimated as plainly as this and other kin- 
dred resolutions, the character of those inten- 
tions. But, as if to exclude a doubt on the sub- | 
ject, the Senator from Missouri asserted from his | 
place, that, in less than six months’ time, the 
crack of the rifle will be heard bounding from 
cliff to cliff of the Rocky Mountains, in strifg; and 
thence to the Alleghanies there would be one 
gathering of armed men. 

Laying aside all tropes and figures, he thought 
it far better to discuss this matter as plain, prac- | 
tical men, and look at the question as it actually | 
presented itself. That was the path of wisdom, | 


| 
| 









could be avoided. He hoped this would be the 


. . . . j 
future course of this discussion, and that nothing | 


but kind feelings and courtesy would be exhib- 
ited on either side of the Chamber. 

This Oregon question, as presented by its 
friends, was, however, he feared, calculated to 


| create an undue excitement of public feeling. It 


was calculated to operate on two of the most ex- 
citable feelings of the human heart—pride and 
avarice. Unfortunately, when applied to a nation, 
they lose their revolting character, and become, 
in general estimation, laudable and honorable 
with reference to their object. National pride and 
national honor are exciting terms. But under 
whatever disguise, whether applied to nations or 
to men, their true characteristics still remain un- 
changed. Appeals to them are well calculated to 
fix themselves deeply in the public mind. 

[It remains to be judged of by future events, 
whether this whole matter of the Oregon question 
may not be resolved into the simple elements of a 
passion for enterprise, springing less from national 
feelings than from the distinguishing traits of our 
Anglo-Saxon character—love of territorial ag- 


grandizement, urging our population further and || with him to compel him to give you your ows, 


further west, till arrested by the ocean itself. 

It was not his intention to enter into the discus- 
sion of the question of title at present. He was 
content to assume that it was vested in this conn- 
try. Having examined all the documents, it was 
his opinion that the title of the United States was 
good. But he was struck with a remark of the 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bucuanan] the 


other day, that, if we relied on the treaty of || of the parties interested. Great Britain has tobe 


Utrecht for our title, we should be confined to the 
territory from the forty-second parallel of north 
latitude to the forty-ninth parallel; and if we relied 


on the discovery of the Columbia river, we should || peated the language of Mr. Clay, and the admis. 


be confined to the Columbia valley, and the lands 
watered by the tributaries of that river. It was, 
therefore, to the title derived fromS 

look for establishing our claim to the territory up 
to 54° 40’ of north latitude. Yet, as well as he 
could remember, it was about this very Spanish 
title that all the difficulty between us and Great 
Britain had grown up. 


Mr. BUCHANAN had not said we abandoned || justified before the world in taking the law into 


any title; but what he did say was, that the Span- 
ish title would carry us to 54° 40’ of north lati- 
tude. 

Mr. DAYTON so understood the Senator. He 
only meant to show that the Spanish title was 
notof that indisputable nature which the Senators 
on the other side supposed, for it was out of it 
that all our difficulties with Great Britain on the 
subject had arisen. We took up the Spanish title 
by transfer, in 1819, as it then existed, subject to 
its then condition. Anterior to that, Spain had 
entered into a treaty with Great Britain, called 
the Nootka Sound treaty. That treaty gave Eng- 
land a right to fish, and make settlements on the 
northwest coast. When we took the Spanish 
title, we took it subject to the conditions of that 
treaty, existing from 1790. Here Mr. D. quoted 
passages from the Nootka Sound treaty, with a 


view of showing that England had a joint occu- | 


pation of the northwest coast, at the time we de- 
rived the Spanish title, which was then subject 
to that condition. He admitted, however, that 
there was an answer to this: that, subsequent to 


the treaty of Nootka Sound, Spain declared war | 


against England, and thereby abrogated the 


treaty. On the restoration of peace, however, a | 


treaty of commerce was made between Spain and 
Great Britain, by which all former relations were 
renewed, and the parties were placed, with regard 
to former treaties, just as they stood before. It 
is contended, against this, that the new treaty 
was professedly and explicitly a treaty of com- 
merce, and therefore only meant such prior rela- 
tions to be revived as were connected with com- 


merce. Now, he did not say this was not a || what the writer thought of it. 
proper construction; but what he would say was, | 


that it left doubtful points for disputation, and 
showed the Spanish title was not altogether of 
that incontestable nature which had beenassumed, 


and was not of that unmitigated force which || read from? 


should exclude the idea that England had any 
grounds of contest. 

There was, however, a point to which Eng- 
land, by her own acts, should be confined; and 
that was, her free admission, by the declaration 
made through her ministers in 1827, whereby she 


| 
| 


| 





| 
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tween 420 and 499° of north latitude. 
pressly said then, she only claimed the 
joint occupancy. This was a step in aq, 

[It dropped all those titles which she had for 
set up, of priority of discovery by Drak» ra 















































and by the occupation of the Hudson's a reda 
Company. By this declaration We got rid of 4} colon 
difficulty except so far as regards our dain AM _ 
yond the forty-ninth degree of latitude, yy. destit 
the Spanish title. : os maki 
Mr. D. here quoted largely from the geyou peri 
treaties, commenting on each passage, With » we 
view of showing that our title outside of the Soa 7 ow 
ish title was recognized and undisputed: borat it as 
inference he drew from the old Spanish trai, ~ 
was, that we could not, in fairness, say Englan pis 
had no color of right to contend for beyond y, = 
forty-ninth parallel of north latitude. [i was 7 bein 
such a clear case of indisputable right on oy a 
| part as would warrant us in saying we Would iy 
take the law into our own hands, and dispossq “ 
|| England by force. It was not like asking a yy = 
for your coat, which he had put on, and, in 3 pe 
event of his refusal to yield it up, making battle “a 
We say we have a good title from Spain; Bye. re 
land says she hasa prior title from Spain. Here - 
is a difference of opinion, requiring an inVestigg. wf 
tion. So long as there is ground for this dif. = 
ence of opinion, there is room for negotiation, ok 
The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Hanyeeay) sey : | 
the title is ours; we all admit it is incontestable. M 
why, then, negotiate about it? We are but one - 
satisfied that our title is as clear as we deem itt E 


be, before the field is vacated for us, 














































Mr. HANNEGAN said that he had only fim 
sion of the Senator from Massachusetts, : 
Mr. DAYTON did not recollect any such ad- ‘s 
ain we should || mission on the part of the Senator from Massa he 
chusetts; but he remembered the language of Mr, m 
Clay, which was merely that Great Britain never 
could make outa clear title on her part. th 
Now, the true question was, whether we could a 
say that our title was so clear that we could be li 
our own hands. It had been a subject of nego- ; 
tiation for forty or fifty years; which showed 8 
that there was something to negotiate about. e 
Under the existing convention, some British in- ‘ 
terests had grown up, which demanded consider- ’ 
ation. Will we now say that we will, after in- e 
viting negotiation, resist all adjustment, and seize ‘ 
the whole Territory? Would not this look like ; 
ostracising ourselves from the family of nations? t 
It is not a question as to any essential right or t 
violation of the law of nations, involving the ex- ‘ 
istence or the prosperity of this country; for that 
does not depend upon whether we hold all or any t 
part of the Geakes Territory? It is a mere ques ‘ 

















tion of property; and that is a fit question for 
settlement by negotiation. 

If the view which he had taken of this ques- 
tion was correct, it was not merely the power of 
Great Britain to assert what she conceived to be 
her rights that was to be considered, but the moral 
power of public sentiment. The one could but 
waste our substance or destroy our property; the 
other would take away our good name. 

But, aside from all questions as to the contro 
verted right to this territory, suppose it clear of 
all difficulty; the question then occurs as to the 
propriety of its immediate occupation. This de- 
ea on other circumstances. And here he should 

e permitted to say that, never was there @ coun: 
try about which such conflicting opinions 40 
statements had been promulgated. One class of 
visitors to that region represent it as an earthly 
paradise; another asa desert waste. He would 
read an extract from a western paper, showing 











































































































Here Mr. D. read a long p e from a news- 
aper, comparing the Oregon to Siberia, Botany 
ay, and such places of banishment. 

Mr. BREESE asked what paper the 

Mr. DAYTON, after concluding the reading of 

the passage, said it was from a western newsp® 
per of extensive circulation—the Louisville Jour- 
nal, Kentucky. ’ 


Mr. D., at considerable len 
could not think seriously 0 
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SO a es : ee om 
State of this Union; and it never would do to {| urged most likely by feelings of resentment, gen- | ought, in his opinion, to be extended to the gen- 


R 


Titory 5 ke it a separate government, the effect of which || erated re interests or disappointed expecta- | tleman to set himself right. That would not at 
She ¢y uid be to pen up three hundred and forty-two | tions. as Congress to act upon such authority | all interfere with the main question. The vote 
e right; ‘rousand indians between it and our western fron- || without due inquiry, and upon proper informa- | upon the proposition of the gentleman from Indi- 
advan fim tn It would either be the cause of exterminat- || tion remonstrating with the Government of Great | ana ought to be altogether separate and distinct. E 
ad befip, ke Indians, or making them a horde of dep- || Britain? It did notseem to him that a precipitate || The question was then taken upon amending E 
ake, & ejators; OF both. To think of making Oregon a || mode of prejudging such things was the proper | the Journal so that the vote of Mr. Suet, upon i 
N"S Bay lon» would be at variance with not only all the || way to meet supposed wrongs or injuries, even | the motion to suspend the rules, should be in the \, 
id of a) licy of this Government, but it would be wholly || if gentlemen be correct in their assertion that such | affirmative, and was carried. # 
Claim be jestitute of the only excuse any country has for || outrages have grown out of the jurisdiction as- | |The SPEAKER then remarked that the ques- fe. 
Cy Under making distant colonies; for, we had neither a sur- |, sumed by England in the territory. || tion was decided in the affirmative; and the rules 
jus population nor surplus capital. He could || Here Mr. D. observed, that owing to ahurt he | were suspended, f 
@ sever see nothing else ‘but a colony that Oregon ever || had lately received, he found it painful to stand || Mr. RATHBUN inquired whether it would be a 
's With could betous. Yet, for what good could we keep |/ longer, otherwise he would not throw himself on || in order now to move that the whole matter be } é 
the Spay, itasacolony? What good to us, orto the Ter- || the indulgence of the Senate for an adjournment. || postponed until Tuesday next? F 
+ but the ritory itself? Certainly none to us; for Oregon | ADJOURNMENT OVER. || The SPEAKER was understood to say thatit ; 
N treatieg would raise agricultural products for itself, and || : : , / would be in order. é 
Englang would require no supplies from us; and as to its On motion of Mr. BATES, it was agreed that i] Mr. BARNARD inquired whether, if the § 
Youd the being a market for our manufactures, that was || when the Senate adjourned it should be to Mon- || Speaker were to vote, the result would not be ra 
t Was not yally visionary. sag, ey» ; || different ? ; 
t on ow Like the colonies of Great Britain, it might in- | he Senate then adjourned. '| The SPEAKER replied that, in the opinion of x 
: Would yolve us in great ne for — we —— || annette || the ean he om no right now to vote, inasmuch i 
SPOssegg jd be remunerated, and in relation to which || : ; : ra | as there was no longer a tie; the vote being now ? 
NZ @ map ane be wholly destitute of her excuse for {| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. || 109 in the affirmative, and 53 in the seoniees And 7 
in te colonizing. Then as to the territory itself, what || Fripay, February 23, 1844. | even if he should vote, it would not affect the . 
Ng bate advantage would it be to it, tocallus **the mother ||} The Journal of yesterday having been read, _| result. :, 
Ur Own, country ?”? Mother country! What had been || Mr. ADAMS said he believed there was an | Mr. RHETT said he understood the decision 
in Eng. the experience of the world as to colonies, but || error in relation to the vote yesterday upon the | of the Chair to be that, by the change of the vote . 
h. Here that the mothers treated the children not as the || motion for suspending the rules to enable the gen- || of the gentleman from Louisiana, the judgment 4 
NVEStigg. offspring of their love, but of their lust? Their | tleman from Indiana to introduce a motion fixing | of the House yesterday was now reversed; and f 
18 differ unnatural conduct towards their offspring gener- || the time of adjournment. The vote, it would be || that the House had no power whatever to set its i 
~~. ally met with its reward in their waywardness || recollected, was announced as being atie, and the || own judgment right. From this opinion he would : 
AN) sayy and ultimate disclaimer of all parental authority. || Speaker gave his casting vote in the negative. He || be compelled to appeal. The Speaker acted not f 
testable; Mr. D. entered upon a lengthy review of the col- || understood, however, that the vote of the gentle- || for himself alone, but for the House; and the a 
but one onial policy of Great Britain, with a view of show- || man from Louisiana [Mr. Stme.t} had been | judgment pronounced by him was not an individ- 5 
has to be ing that, with the exception of British India, | wrongly recorded. If that vote had been recorded | ual judgment, but that of the House; and if the p 
"eM It to England had invariably lost much more than she || according to the intention of the gentleman, the | change of a single vote were to be allowed to re- ; 
had evergained by thatsystem. He quoted Me- || result would have been very different. The vote || verse that decision, it was a good reason why the 
Only re. Culloch as authority for the assertion that Eng- || of the House would have been an affirmative vote, | subject should be taken up again, and reconsid- [. 
> admis land had gained more substantial advantages from || He was desirous that the resolution should be | ered. The vote was far from being a full vote, 
her commerce with the United States since their || taken up and acted upon by the House. The | a8 about sixty members were absent; and it would | 
uch ad- independence, than she ever could have gained || gentleman whose vote was incorrectly recorded, | Operate as a very great injury to them, if there & 
Massa. had they continued under her colonial govern- || being now present, he hoped the correction would | could be no reconsideration. The state of the 
of Mr, ment. be made. | question to-day was not what it was yesterday; 
in never We had no excuse for this anxiety to possess || Mr. SLIDELL moved that the Journal be | and although the gentleman ought, in courtesy, 
the territory, growing out of our want of room || amended. On the motion to suspend the rules | to have leave to change his vote, yet he protested & 
ve could sthome for our population. Had we not mil- || he had voted affirmatively. He had been called | against the result which would attend that change, ik 
ay be lions on millions of acres of unoccupied land, the || away before the announcement of the vote, and | under the decision of the Speaker. $ 
- into fertility of even the meanest of which, contrasted || to his great surprise this morning, he perceived | Mr. J.R. INGERSOLL begged to add a word. 
yf Wego with that of the best lands in Oregon, was infi- || that his vote had been recorded in the negative. | It would be recollected that when the vote was 
— nitely superior? Why should we encourage the || Mr. SAUNDERS made some observations | announced, the whole House was under a mis- 
‘ish in emigration of our population to weaken our own || which were not distinctly heard. | take in regard to it. : 
celta strength? Was it not with nations as with indi- || Mr. SLIDELL said it appeared to him that his | Mr. STEENROD moved a reconsideration of 
gr viduals, that concentration gave power and effi- || right to have the Journal corrected was a perfect || the vote on suspending the rules; and, after some 
ae! cacy? The greatest captain of the age had well || right, and did not at all affect the course which | further remarks from Messrs. HENLEY, LEW- 
ok like said, that success in military operations was in- || might be taken by any other member. Without | IS, and RHETT, 
seh sured by concentration of force. So it was in | such correction he would be made to stand in a || Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the whole 
ight banking. Had it not been seen that four brothers || false position before his constituents. || subject on the table, and called for the = and 
Eien. bankers in Europe, had for years controlled the | Mr. RHETT inquired whether, if the vote of || nays on the question; which, being ordered, re- 
ror that moneyed operations of kingdoms and empires, || the gentleman should be changed, the judgment 1 sulted—yeas 64, nays 108; as follows: 
or any by adhering to the parental injunction laid upon || of the House would be reversed ?- l YEAS—Mesers. Atkinson, Barnard, Belser, Edward J. 
a quer —_ of concentrating their powers as bankers ? The SPEAKER replied that, if the amend- | Black, Blackwell, Brengle, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, 
son fer hey were told that one stick detached from the || ment of the Journal were made, the result would, || Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chap- 
bundle was easily broken; but united and tied || undoubtedly, be a change of the decision made | ee geen OE eee 
8 ques- — they could not easily be even bent. || yesterday, and would bring the resolution of | nell, Hamlin, hamsatien, ae ; De weriek, Heimer, 
anal Mr. D. next alluded to the objections that had || the gentleman from Indiana directly before the || Hoge, Hopkins, Hughes, Joseph R. Ingersoll, John P. Ken- 
i ts be been urged against the jurisdiction which Eng- || House. __ || nedy, Preston King, Lewis, McKay, Marsh, Moore, Morse, 
ciel land had exercised over the Oregon territory. It || Mr. WINTHROP referred to a case which | eee Panemee, Payee, Honey ip. Pence, aaa 
Id but was not his intention to justify what England had occurred in the second session of the Twenty- Simpeon, Steenrod, John thewert, Srene, Sykes, Taylor, 
ty; the done in that particular, for it was his own opin- || Sixth Congress, when his own vote had been || Thompson, Tibbats, ‘Tucker, Vance, Vinton, and Weller 
r ion that she had gone too far, and that she had || corrected upon the Journal, after a lapse of three | —64. 
alae, siren be the existing convention an interpretation | days, during which the House had stoog ad- | Been Ritesh domes Dick Suune A, Block, Reais 
ear off ich it did not sanction, Yet it was worth || journed, by which the result was changed. _ Bower, Boyd, William J. Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, 
i the while to examine into the matter, and inquire || Mr. POTTER desired to know what position || Caldwell, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Chilton; Clinch, 
his de- what sort of jurisdiction she did exercise. There || the House would stand in, in case the gentle- | Cheques, Cost ne go Dent Dee- 
should ot two kinds of jurisdiction—that in relation || man’s vote were recorded in the affirmative ? lingham, Dunlap, Pariee, Ficklin. Fish, Florenee, French, 
 coun- € person, and that in relation to the prop- The SPEAKER replied that the rules would || wiiis Green, Grider, Harper, Heniey, Houston, Hubard, 
1g and erty of individuals. England, although claiming || then be suspended. || Hubbell, Hudson, Hangeriord, Washington Hunt, James 
lass off Jurisdiction over her own subjects, had not at- Mr. DROMGOOLE said he would not deny | B- Bent Irvin, Jenhe, Pater 9. inhaene, See ci te 
arthly tempted to exercise any jurisdiction over prop- || that it might have been the intention of the House || "COrg® 'y- vunes, (nine land. M Clermand. Mabow 
: ; »L , Lyon, McClelland, Mc 
would erty in the territory; and he had never heard it || yesterday to suspend the rules; but the case was || oj), Mesivaine, Moselvy, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmen- 
owing urged that it had been exercised over the territory, || very different to-day; it would interfere with || ter, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Ramsey, Rathbun, Chartes 
or that a single case of ejectment had occurred || other business, which was not before the House || M. Reed, Reding, Ritter, Rohinsce, Rock wely Se 
new?- there. If the Hudson’s Bay Company had, under || when the motion to suspend was originally made. ee, Oe ates oom, Cale he Gait, teeae 
otany cover of this jurisdiction, inflicted any wrong || He would feel compelled to resist the decision of || smith, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Stiles, Strong, Thomas- 
Upon our citizens, it was a subject of remonstrance || the Chair that a suspension yesterday would op- || son, Tilden, Tyler, Wentworth, Wethered, Wheaton, White, 
enator on the part of our Government; and it might turn || erate a suspension to-day. Williams, nen - anne William Wright, Joseph 
out that England would either not father the act || Mr. HOLMES said he confessed, independ- || 4: Wsht, eS ; ; z 
ling of of the Hudson’s Bay Company, or would punish || ently of the mere fact of the gentleman’s right to Some conversation ensued in relation to the dif- 
wapa- it for exceeding the powers delegated to it. | have his vote correctly recorded, he was oe || ficulty in which the House was involved, in which 
Jour- What evidence had we of any injuries or || to this mode of proceeding. What would be the '| Mr. WINTHROP, Mr. DROMGOOLE, the 
Wrongs growing out of this jurisdiction? None || result of establishing such > pene It would || SPEAKER, Mr. LEWIS, Mr. HENLEY, Mr. 
hat we but the exceedingly questionable representations || be fraught with danger and difficulty. = BLACK, of Georgia, Mr. C. JOHNSON, and 
gon & wandering characters—trappers and hunters— Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said the privilege |) others, took part. 
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be removed, he would withdraw his resolution. 


should offer the same resolution on Tuesday next; 
which notice would have the effect of calling the 


the subject was disposed of. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


’ Mr. CRANSTON 
Legislature of Rhode Island, in relation to French 
spoliations; and, on his motion, they were re- 


ordered to be printed. 


“ REPORT ON THE RULES. 


The SPEAKER announced the order of the 
day, for the morning hour, to be the report of the 
select committee on the rules. 

Mr. ROGERS proposed, in all sincerity, to 


attention of the House. There was no question 
which had excited more interest at the North, 
particularly amongst his constituents, than this 
very one of the right of petition. The 2lstrule, 
from its first adoption, had found no favor with 
them of New York. They might travel through 
the whole extent of the State—through its whole 
length and breadth—and would hardly find one 
man in ten that would attempt to justify it. Sin- 
cere and deep was the opposition to it, and for 
good and sufficient reason. When first the at- 
tempt was made here to abridge the right of pe- 
tition, the Abolition party, as such, was hardly 
known amongst themin New York. There were 
a few Abolitionists, to be sure; but they were 
few and far between, like angels’ visits. There 
was no Organization; there was no party, in re- 
ality. The question of political action was a ques- 
tion which had long been mooted among them; 
but on that subject there was a great variety of 
opinions; and it was not until the adoption of this 
Qist rule, or measures of restriction like it, that 





But, seizing on the vantage ground thus furnished, 
they commenced aregular political organization; 
and inscribed on their banners * liberty and the 


the deep, wide ocean of public sentiment. And 
what had been the result? Look at New York, 
where, a few years ago, there was hardly a suffi- 
cient array of political strength to be respectable 
even among the ‘* scatterings;’’ but now they held 
the balance of power. It was so, also, in Massa- 
chusetts, and in Connecticut, and in Vermont, 
and in Ohio, and elsewhere; and from a disjointed, 
scattered, and fragmentary condition, they had 


et respect; and he had sometimes thought that 
fis Democratic friends were so well satisfied of 
this, that they were inclined to woo and win the 
Abolitionists. 

Now, he sincerely, honestly, and conscien- 
tiously believed that the very element of subsist- 
ence—the very life-blood which had given vigor 
and vitality to this party—was to be found in this 
celebrated 2ist rule. There wasa principle deeply 
planted in the human heart, as old as human na- 
ture itself, that revolts at persecution and oppres- 
sion, and gathers strength from opposition. The 
very worm would turn on the foot that spurns it; 
and should man, with all his glorious faculties and 
capabilities, do less than the worm that crawls in 
the dust? The whole history of the world showed 
that no cause had been impeded by oppression; 
but, on the contrary, such a warfare had always 
led the oppressed to ultimate and complete tri- 
umph. Why, “the blood of the martyrs was 
the seed of the church;’’ and from the dungeon, 
the gibbet, and the stake, truth had been borne, 
on the four winds of the heavens, to the utter- 
most corners of the earth. 

He then, in connection with this subject, re- 


rock; but he spoke in so low a tone of voice that 
he was not distinctly heard. He then proceeded 
to say that it was to oppression that this country 
owed its independent existence asa nation. But 
** there were giants in those days.”? He did not 
attempt to compare Abolitionists with the heroes 
of the Revolution; but he did say that human 
nature was the same the world all over, and that 
similar causes would produce similar effects. 


He took that course, and gave notice that he | 


attention of members to the question. In that way | 


resented resolutions of the | 


ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and | 


give his views on the subject which occupied the | 


they attempted anything like party organization. | 


right of petition’’—a conjunction of terms well | 
calculated to touch the popular mind, and stir up | 


ferred to the landing of the pilgrims on Plymouth | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. HENLEY then said, if the difficult could || ~ In relation to the 21st rule, he proposed to take || 





risen to a position where power and influence be- || 


| on. 


| tion of expediency was another matter upon which | 
| he should not attempt to say anything at present. 


_ which, at this time, he should not attempt to dis- 








|| strength of his character, he rose to eminence and 
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present her jewels, the name of Seward woujg 
one of the purest gems that would glitter jn ,) 
diadem of heft greatness. te 
Where did all this sneering come from. Itca 
from Mississippi. Now he humbly conepiy, 
with all due deference to the gentleme 
sissippi on that floor, 


a plain, practical, and common-sense view of it. |; 
What was the opinion of their constituents on 
that subject? What was the opinion of the | 
masses? What was the opinion of the people? 
He pretended to know something of the people 
in his section of the country, for he was one of 


ne _ 
ile 1irom Mis. 
that Mississipyj : 


. ; 7 ; ; WAS the 
them. He mixed with them everywhere—in || very last State in the Union that should Altempy 
workshops, with the farmer at the plow, and the || to sit in judgment on the characters of her dee 
laborer in the ditch. He knew all, for he was States. The gentleman thought that abolition;. 


° . ° Onis 
was pregnant with mischief and black wit) din 


honor. What did the gentleman think of ro», 
diation? War, pestilence, and famine, or es 
other evil, might be inflicted, and the recuperatin, 
energies of the country would be sufficient to rs, 
new, restore, and revive its prosperity; but wher 
| was the medicine that should heal the wound. 
honor of the country? Where was the hand tha, 
should wipe from her brow the damning leprosy 
of broken promises and blasted fame? Whee 
was the arm long enough and strong enough ty 
| pluck up drowning honor by the locks? Why 
| the obligations of a government became false ag 


one of them, and he was so regarded; and he un- | 
dertook to say, in relation to this celebrated rule, |, 
that, with the masses of their constituents in the 

State of New York, there was no difference of | 
opinion; they universally considered this rule 
right or wrong, an abridgment of the right of 
petition, a restriction and limitation of that in- 
valuable right, and no one could convince them | 
that it was not a restriction of the right of peti- || 


The only plausible argument which he had 
heard on this subject, in this House, was, that 
where the petition prayed foran unconstitutional | th 
thing, it might be rejected. This he was not go- || dicers’ oaths, that government voluntarily 2009 
ing to deny; but he would say that argument did | down to that depth of degredation from which 
not apply in this case, for he understood that Con- || there is no hope of arising. It was a moral ang 
gress possessed authority over the whole subject | political death. It was the unforgotten and up. 
in the District of Columbia. forgiven sin, for which there was no recordine 

Mr. R. then referred to various authorities to || angel, in the beautiful language of Sterne, to drop 
show that Congress had the power to abolish sla- || a tear as he writes it down, and blot it out for. 
very within the District of Columbia. The ques- || ever. 

Mr. THOMPSON wished, before the genth. 
‘| man left that part of the subject, to be permitted 
Whether Congress ought to doit, was a question || to make an explanation‘in reply. 

Mr. ROGERS observed that he had only tep 
minutes left him; and his remarks on repudiation 
were general, making no personal allusion to the 
gentleman or his State, he assured him. Mr. R, 
went on to say that he wished to refer to some 
remarks of the gentleman from South Carolina, 
who made a very extraordinary speech, but should 
not have time to do so. He should, however, 
_ take the opportunity to allude to the speech of the 

gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Dretuert,} made 
yesterday, which, he was free to say, was the 


cuss. He contended that Congress had the same 
power to abolish slavery in the District of Co- | 
lumbia, as the States of New York or Massa- 
chusetts had to abolish slavery within their re- 
spective jurisdictions. He thought there could 
be no doubt upon this point; no doubt had ever 
been expressed until very recently. 
| But, in order to settle the question conclusively, 
he thought, to the minds of the majority of that 
| House, he would cite the opinion of a distin- 
_ guished man, under whose banner the Democracy | best speech made on that side of the question—a 
of that House were now rallying, as he believed, | speech characterized by a great deal of ingenuity 
to their certain defeat. Mr. R. here read the opin- || and eloquence and force of mind. But the gen- 
ions of Martin Van Buren in relation to the power tleman was mistaken in the allusion which he 
of Congress to interfere with the abolition of sla- || made to the authority of Mr. Madison. The gens 
| very in the District of Columbia, in a letter ad- ueman spoke of Mr. Madison as having said, in 
dressed to a committee of the citizens of North || one of his speeches in the convention of Virginia, 
Carolina. that abolishing slavery in thi¢ District would be 
The gentleman from the State of Mississippi, | @usurpation of power by Congress. That speech, 
(Mr. Tuompson,] had seen fit the other day,when | however was made in reply to a speech of Mr. 
speaking upon this subject, to allude witha sneer, | Henry, and a reference to these speeches would 
as he thought at the time, to the State of New | show that they both referred to the abolition of 
| York, and for William H. Seward. With alldue | slavery in the States, which he, as well as all the 
respect to the gentleman from Mississippi, he | Abolitionists, would admit would be a usurpation 
must be permitted to say that he probably under- | of power by Congress. No Abolitionist that he 
| stood the politics of his own State rather better | ever heard of had ever asked for the abolition of 
‘than he did those of the State of New York, or | slavery in the States. Mr. R. then read some ex- 
the character of William H. Seward. Governor | tracts from the speeches of Mr. Madison and Pat- 
Seward, when he was a candidate, was addressed | rick Henry; at the conclusion of which, his re- 
by the Abolitionists on the subject of abolition, | marks were cut short by the Speaker announcing 
and he gave a flat and wumeniitied dissent to all , that the hour had expired. : 
| the prominent articles of their creed. It was Mr. DROMGOOLE rose and gave notice that 
true, that his administration had given satisfac- | he should withdraw his motion to recommit the 
| tion, in some respects, to the Abolition party, as | report, and offer an amendment instead. 
it had most assuredly to a large majority of the || PREEMPTIONS. 


State. Why did the gentleman sneeringly allude Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Pub- 
to William H. Seward? What was he? The ‘lic Lands, reported a bill to reduce and graduate 


et a — sae — ot the wer ae the price of the public lands in favor of settler: 
acy OF Omare, Was e€ riches oF intellect and |) ang cultivators; which was read twice and re 


virtue, sown broadcast in his composition; a man ‘ferred to the Committee of the Whole, and the 


whose reputation had never been soiled bya breath | j,i) and accompanying report were ordered to be 
of reproach: he was not only pure, but, like printed . 


| Cesar’s wife, above suspicion. In early age he | PRIVATE CALENDAR 
| 


planted himself in western New York, among a | ; ed 
population distinguished by their intelligence and || On motion of Mr. VANCE, the House resolv 
|| itself into the Committee of the Whole House, 


‘enterprise; and, by the energy of his mind and 
(Mr. JR. Incersoxt in the chair,) for the con- 





distinction; and at the early age of thirty-seven, 
| he was elected Governor of the Empire State. He | 
| was twice elected Governor; but this was not the | A bill for the relief of James C. Hallock; 


"proper time to speak of his administrations. Suf- || A bill for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson; 


‘fice it to say, that his name stood high in the | A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones and 
annals of his State. But to sneer at William H. others; : 
| Seward, as Tristram Burgess was wont to say— A bill for the relief of Thomas Harrison; 


A bill for the relief of Enoch Me Daniel; 
A bill for the relief of James Reidy 
A bill for the relief of William Ellery; 


there was more wisdom in his httle finger than in 

the brains of his political assailants. He belonged | 

to the true nobility of nature—to the peerage of | 
| intellect—and was adorned by the heraldry of || 
| virtue. Were New York now called upon to || the schooner Success; 


|| sideration of private bills; and the following hav- 
ing been considered ,were laid aside to be reported: 


A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of 
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i 
ra pill for the relief of Samuel B. Folger; 
A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Tuck, 

A bill for the relief of William Augustus Atlee; 

A bill for the relief of George M. Jones; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Dean; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Fessenden; 

A bill for the relief of Jervis Foote; 

4 bill for the relief of Alborne Allen; 

A pill for the relief of Joseph Bonnel; — 

A bill for the relief of Frederick Hopkins; 

A bill for the relief of John Farnham; 

A bill for the relief of Arthur R. Frogge; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Colmus; 

A bill for the benefit of Joseph Watson; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Justice; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Eldridge; 

4 bill for the relief of Adam L. Mills; 

A pill for the relief of Daniel Grant, Sarah 
Grant, Israel P. Stone, and Emily Pinkham, 
owners of the fishing schooner Jane and Mary, 
of Cape Porpoise, Maine; 

\ bill for the relief of Robert G. Ward; 

‘A bill for the relief of Walcott A. Strong and 
Pierre S. Derbanne; ; 

A bill granting a pension to Milley, an Indian 
woman, of the Creek nation; 

A bill for the relief of George Wallis; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Parker, widow of 
Jonathan Parker; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Freeman; 

A bill to authorize the entry of certain lands, 
occupied by branch pilots of the port of New 
Orleans fi Perit in the State of Louisiana; 

A bill for the relief of John Reese; 

A bill for the relief of Simeon Denison; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Dunham; 





A bill for the relief of Louis Crouk, alias || 


Cronkhite; and ‘ 
A bill granting a pension to Richard Elliott. 
On motion of Mr. VANCE, the committee 
rose and reported progress. 


BENJAMIN MURPHY. 


jamin Murphy, was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, the- House 
adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed | 


w the reporters by the members presenting them : 
By Mr RAMSEY: The memorial of Thomas Bingham, 
of Philadelphia, a private in the late war, for his monthly 


pay. 
By Mr. SMITH, of Illinois: The petition of seventy- 
eight citizens of Perry and adjoining counties, Illinois, pray- 


ing a change in the mail route from Shawneetown to Bell- 
ville. 


By Mr. HENLEY: The petition of John J. Mulligan, | 


asking & pension ; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 


by Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The petition of citizens of | 


Ohio, and stockholders of the Mansfield and Sandusky City 
Railroad Company, praying to be allowed to import the iron 
for said road tree of duty. 


By Mr. BOSSIER: 'Uhe petition and other documents of || 


Messrs. C. L. Swayze and John L. Garrett, praying that 
their titles to lands therein described be perfected and legal- 
ized by an act of Congress; and that the Government re- 
inquish all title thereto; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The following resolution from the 
Maine Temperance Union ; whieh was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs : 

Resolved, That the object of the memorials on the subject 
of spirit rations of the Navy, now in general circulation, 
which pray for the repeal of that law, and recommend that 
isubstitute be furnished, meets the hearty approbation of 
lie Maine Temperance Union. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 24, 1844. 


The SPEAKER announced the business for 
the morning hour to be the report of the select 
committee on the rules, on which the gentleman 
‘tom Virginia [Mr. DromGoote] had the floor. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said, that yesterday he 
‘inounced his intention to withdraw his proposi- 
“on to recommit the report of the select com- 
mittee on the rules, which has been so long 
pending, with the view of offering an amendment, 
Which he proposed now to do. He did not pro- 
pose, this morning, to do more than submit the 
amendment, and to ask that it might be printed, 
that the House might understand it; and then to 
move a postponement of the subject to some fu- 
‘ure morning. On Monday morning he under- 
stood this subject would not come up, as that day 
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‘| would be occupied with petitions or resolutions; 


|) but on Tuesday it might come up. This motion 
| proposed to strike out all the report of the select 
|| committee after the words “ viva voce,"’ in rule 
'| No. 13, and to substitute the amendment which 
| he had prepared. 
|| He esa that the Clerk would read his 
|, amendment; butas it appeared to embrace nearly 
4 all the rules of the House, the reading was waived. 
|| Mr. DROMGOOLE then, having submitted his 
|| amendment, moveda postponement of the further 
! consideration of the subject to Tuesday next. 
| 
|| the amendment read before he voted on it in any 
way. 


| Mr. BRODHEAD, too, expressed a wish to | 


|| know how the 25th rule now stood. 


(| Mr. BARNARD said he should like to hear | 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 
! 
| 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said the gentleman from | 


Pennsylvania and the House would find that he | 
|| had substantially retained that rule, for it was | 


| but slightly changed in its phraseology. 
The Clerk read the rule as the gentleman from 
|| Virginia proposed it should stand, as follows: 


* No petition, memorial, resolution, or other paper, touch- 

| ing the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
|| in any State or Territory of the United States, or praying 
i| the interference of Congress in any way with the transfer 
| or removal of slaves from or to any State or Territory of the 
United States in which slavery is authorized by law, shall 
|| be received by this House, or entertained by it in any way 


|| whatever.” 
| 


|| Mr. DROMGOOLE again remarked that it was | 


| substantially the same as the 2st rule. 
After a few words from Mr. WINTHROP, 


|| the gentleman from Virginia. 
|| Mr. DROMGOOLE said he could not now de- 
cide what modifications he should make; but if 


it, and to suggest amendiments, which could be 
| considered when the entire subject should come 
| up. 
Tuesday, and that the amendment be printed. 


| and nays on that motion, 
|| gentlemen, entered into some explanations of the 
amendments which he proposed to make. 

Mr. ADAMS also oie some observations 
|| thereon, but in so low a tone of voice as to be al- 
most inaudible at the reporter’s desk. He was, 
|| however, understood to complain that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia would sweep 

away the result of the labors of the select com- 


out ail from the 13th rule, to the end of the rules, 
which were fifty in number. 





inia. 
| Mr. DROMGOOLE explained. 


fect of the previous question; and whether it 
| would not cut off the motion to postpone, and 





| amendment? 


The SPEAKER was understood to say that | 


such would be its effect. 
|| Mr. SCHENCK said he had a word or two to 
|| say before he submitted that motion. 
1 afford him great pleasure and satisfaction to hear 
| the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Dromeoote,} 
|| or his venerable friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. 


| 
| Mr. CAMPBELL suggested an amendment to | 
i! 


| printed, the members would have time to consider | 


mittee; for, as he understood it, it was to strike | 


Mr. SCHENCK asked what would be the ef- | 


He renewed his motion to postpone until | 
The bill from the Senate for the relief of Ben- || Mr. DAVIS, of New York, called for the yeas | 


Mr. DROMGOOLE, at the requést of various | 


He also spoke of | 
| some particular effects which would be produced | 
_ by the amendments of the gentleman from Vir- 


| bring the House to a direct vote on the pending | 


It would | 


|| Apams,) deliver their views on the subject before | 
|| the House; but it had occupied its attention for | before the House was to postpone the subject, 


|| weeks—he ought to say months—and he had 
|| been waiting for a fitting opportunity to make the 


motion which he now proposed to submit; and a || vious question, if it could be done. 


more fitting opportunity, he was of opinion, would 
| not again occur, to judge from the manifestations 
| of the desire of gentlemen to obtain the floor to 
] speak on this 21st or 25th rule. 

He had not occupied the attention of the House 
| upon this subject because he was uniaterested in 
the debate which ‘had been progressing, but be- 
cause he deemed it a matter about which a dis- 





cussion, if not altogether unprofitable, was at least 


unnecessary. He believed that the people of this 
country had made up their minds upon this sub- 
ject, and that they would prefer to see the House 
act upon it, and establish what were to be the 
rules of the House, and then go on with some 
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should be the rules, under the control of which 
the business of the House should progress. And 
in order that bis position might not be misunder- 
stood with regard to this rule, he would say that 
he would vote against the rules in any shape in 
which they might be presented, if this Qist or 
25th rule, or any similar one, were embodied; and 
he would vote against such rule, and in favor of 
the others, if the question could be so divided. 

The SPEAKER remarked that the question 
before the House was upon the motion to post- 
one. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he was merely assigning 
reasons why the House should not postpone the 
subject, but being prepared, should come toa vote 
upon it; and one reason he was going to assign 
was, that there was nothing in the proposition of 
the gentleman from Virginia which required any 
further reflection, or new discussion, for there was 
no distinctive feature between the rules as they 
now stand, and those proposed by the gentleman. 
They were in no degree changed in any of their 
characteristics; he could not see whether the 
2lst rule, as the gentleman shaped it, was twee- 
dle-dum or tweedle-dee. They had now an op- 
portunity of voting; and he, for one, was pre- 
pared. The 2lst rule was making abolitionists 
in his section of the country every day, and he 
was desirous to arrest its influence. The people, 
when they saw petitions turned away from the 
doors of Congress, and came to consider the 
question of the rightof petition, did not look into 
Hatsel; they held that it was a rightincident upon 
the relation between rulers and the people, 

Mr. HALE called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. SCHENCK said his course of remark was 
irregular; he would not pursue it. He would re- 

| mark simply, that he saw no reason why they 
should continue, day after day, and week after 
week, and month after month, debating a ques- 
tion, which, if they looked at the action of past 
sessions, it would be perceived had been discussed 
repeatedly and thoroughly. 

It must be fresh in the recollection of every one, 
that not long since, when a question of the ut- 
most importance to the whole country was be- 
fore the House, it was thought not unfair by the 
majority to prescribe how long that debate should 
conunue, and on whatday it should be terminated. 

| If it was rightin that case to limit the continuance 
of the discussion, it assuredly was equally so in 
this. Gentlemen must surely be prepared, by this 
_ time, to vote upon the question. [Mr.S. was again 
_ called to order.] He had been charged with be- 
ing inclined to disorder; but he thought the Chair 
would do him the justice to say, that he was not 
wandering from the question. He was endeav- 
oring to show that the subject ought not to be 
postponed. If there was propriety in calling the 
previous question upon the oceasion he had men- 
tioned, there was much more reason now, wh 
this question should be no longer postponed. It 
| Was preposterous to say, that the debate upon 
questions of great magnitude, in the result of 
which the whole country was interested, should 
be limited by the previous question, and that it 
could not be applied to a question upon which all 
must be prepared to vote. 

Mr. S. demanded the previous question; but 
withdrew the demand, for a moment, at the re- 
quest of Mr. Hoimes, upon the assurance of that 
| gentleman that he would renew the demand when 

he had concluded his remarks. 

Mr. HOLMES said he understood/the motion 


and, on the other hand, that there was a desire 
to stop the debate by the operation of the pre- 
He did not 
| intend, if the. subject should be postponed, to ad- 
| dress the House on the subject of the 21st rule; 
| but he did wish to say to his southern friends, 

and to the northern Hemuereey: if they were 
sincere in their professions, that they ought to be 
/on the alert. The whole debate had been car- 
| ried on, as the gentleman from Ohio had said, 
| upon technicalities laid down in Hatsel; and, 
| with due deference to the southern portion of the 
| House, a more idle debate, in his opinion, never 
had been carried on. He admitted the right of 
| petition—— 


| The SPEAKER remarked that the question 


|| before the House was for the postponement. 
efficient action as regards legislation. The House |, 


| ought, by this time, to have determined what || in reference to the postponement. 


Mr. HOLMES said he was merely speakin 
He admitte 
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the right of petition; but that right ceased when || portant character; but, on learning that his mo- | motion of the 





it became a crime. That was his position. Every | tion could not be received at this stage of the 


man possessed the right to carry arms; but that 


right ceased the very moment he presented his || 


weapon to the breast of his fellow-citizen. 

The SPEAKER requested the gentleman to 
confine his remarks to the question of postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. HOLMES said he was averse to any fur- 
ther postponement. He cared not whether the 


rule was adopted or rejected; but what he desired | 
was, that every man, both of the North and of 


the South, should show his hand. They were as 
well prepared to do it now as at any other period; 
and it was upon such showing that their future 
resolves must be taken. He wanted the question 
brought to an issue. What was the question? 
It was nothing more than this: Whether the ad- 
vocates of abolition, like les amis des noirs of the 
revolution in Hayti, were going to convert this 
continent into a theater of bloodshed? He re- 
newed the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. STEENROD ode ard. pr lay the whole sub- 
se on the table, and that there be a call of the 

ouse. Upon this motion the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

Mr. WINTHROP inquired whether, if the 
House were called, they would be able to avail 
themselves of that call, providing the morning 
hour should in the mean time expire ? 

The SPEAKER remarked that the business 
now before the House could only be considered 
as the business of the morning hour. 

Mr. STEENROD then moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable the House to proceed with the 
business before them, until some disposition were 
made respecting it; and upon this question the 
yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, 
resulted—yeas 142, nays 36; as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer, 
Barnard, Belser, Edward J. Biack, James Black, Black- 


well, Bossier, Bower, Boyd, Brengle, Jacob Brinkerhoff, 
Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. 


Brown, Buflington, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Cary, Carroll, | 


Cansin, Clinch, Clingman, Collamer, Cranston, Cross, 
Cullom, Dana, Daniel. Garrett Davis, Dean, Deberry, Del- 


let, Dickey, Dunlop, Elmer, Fish, Floreuce, Foot, Foster, | 


French, Giddings, Willis Green, Byram Green, Grinnell, 
Grider, Hale, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Hays, Henley, 
Hubard, Hubbell, Hudson, Hungerford,Washington Hunt, 


James B. Hunt, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew | 


Jobnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Daniel P. 
King, Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslen, McClel- 
land, MeClernand, McConnell, Mclivaine, Marsh, Math- 
ews, Joseph Morris, Morse, Morsely, Murphy, Newton, 
Norris, Owen, Patterson, Payne, Peyton, Elisha R. 
Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ram 
sey, Rathbun, Rayner, Charlies M. Reed, Reding, Relfe, 
Ritter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, St. John, Sam- 


ple, Saunders, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. | 


Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell, Albert 
Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, An- 
drew Stewart, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sum- 
mers, Taylor, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tyler, Vanmeter, Vinton, 
Weller, Wethered, Wheaton, Waite, Winthrop, Wood- 
ward, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—142. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Belser, Bidlack, Campbell, 
Reuben Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Cobb, Coles, 
Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Dillingham, Dromgoole, 
Farlee, Hamlin, Hammett, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hop- 
kins, Houston, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, Preston 
King, Kirkpatrick, David 8. Reid, Russell, Simons, John 
T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Sykes, Thomasson, Thompson, 
Tucker, Vance, Wentworth, and Williams—36. 

The question then came up on the motion for 
a call of the House; and being put, was decided 
in the affirmative. 

The roll having been called through, it appeared 
that one hundred and eighty-eight members an- 
swered to their names. 

The absentees being next called, there appeared 
to be one hundred and ninety members present. 

The officers of the House were then directed 
to close the doors of the Hall; and the absentees 
were again called for the purpose of hearing ex- 
cuses, 

Josern H. Annerson being called, 

Mr. RATHBUN offered, as an excuse for him, 
that he had been called home in consequence of 
indisposition in his family. 

He was excused. 

Arcuipatp H. Arrineton being called, 

Mr. SAUNDERS offered for him the same 
excuse, 

He was excused. 

[A message was here received from the Presi- 


dent, by Mr. Joun Tyrer, jr., his Private Sec- 
retary. 


Mr. HOLMES moved that it be now read, | 


observing that he understood it to be of an im- 


| 





! 


proceedings of the House, he withdrew it.] 


Mr. DAVIS moved that all further proceedings 
under the call be dispensed with. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


Jeremian Brown was called. 

Samvet Cuitton was called; when 

Mr. SUMMERS offered, as an excuse for him, 
that he was called home by necessary business. 

He was excused. 


Duncan L. Cuincu was called, when 

Mr. STEPHENS offered, as an excuse for 
him, that he had left the House this morning to 
| attend to some necessary business at one of the 
| Executive Departments. 
He was not excused. 


Joun B. Dawson was called. 

Mr. SLIDELL stated that he was detained at 
| his lodging by indispositton, though notof a seri- 
| ous nature. He had been in the House the day 
| before yesterday. 

He was excused. 


Srepnen A. Doveras was called. 
| Mr. WENTWORTH offered, as an excuse 
| for him, that he was detained at his lodgings by 
| indisposition. 
| He was excused. 

On motion of Mr. IRVIN, Mr. Frick was ex- 
cused on account of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, Mr. 
| Cuarzes J. InGeRsouy was also excused for the 
same reason. 


Joun P Kennepy was next called. 

Mr. WETHERED moved that he be excused 
on account of sickness. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL observed that the gentleman 
from Maryland had been in the House that morn- 


ing. 

Mr. WINTHROP said, on behalf of Mr. Ken- 
| NEDY, that he left his house for the first time for 
many months, to attend Congress; and perhaps 
a change of air had rendered him unable to at- 
| tend. 

{Cries of **Oh! that won’t do.’’] 

The SPEAKER put the question, and the gen- 
tleman was not excused. 

Mr. McKay, chairman of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means, was excused, he being in his 
committee room, engaged in his important duties. 

Mr. Mac ay was excused, he being necessarily 





| absent,under peculiar circumstances, as explained 


by Mr. MURPHY. 

Mr. Moore was excused on account of sick- 
ness, which was well known to have been very 
| severe during a great part of the session. 

Moses G. Leonarp was next called. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that he be excused. 
He said Mr. Leonarp left this city a week ago, 
and was expected back by the eleven o’clock train 
this morning. 

[Cries of ** Why, that’s no excuse !’’} 

The House refused to excuse him. 

Mr. Epwarp J. Morais the House also refused 
| to excuse. 

On the motion and explanation of Mr. FISH, 
| Mr. Puenix, who has been long very sick, was 
| excused. 

On the motion of Mr. BIDLACK, Mr. A. H. 
Reap was excused on account of sickness. 

Mr. Ropney, Mr. Smrru of Illinois, god Mr. 
| Brown of Georgia, were also excused. 

Mr. BLACK, of Pennsylvania, said there 


|| seemed to bea full attendance of the House; and 


| therefore he moved all further proceedings under 
the call be dispensed with. 
Mr. DAVIS, of New York, said he should like 
|to know how many were absent. 
| The Clerk read the names of the gentlemen 





|| whom the House had refused to excuse, as fol- 
|, lows: 


Duncan L. Cuincn, D. W. Dickinson, Joun 
|P. Kennepy, Moses G. Leonarp, Josern J. 
| McDowett, Epwarp J. Morris, and Henry 





| Nes. 

| The SPEAKER put the question on suspend- 
|| ing all further proceedings; and it was decided in 
|| the affirmative by a majority of 84 to 78. 

| The doors were then thrown open; and Mr. 
|| Dawson, Mr. Kewnepy, of Maryland, and some 
others, entered and took their seats. 

|| The SPEAKER then put the question on the 











Februar 
gentleman from Virginia, ry, 
|| Sreenrop,] to lay the whole subject on the 
| on which the yeas and nays were called a 
|| dered. 

Mr. HOLMES inquired if he understood tha, 
by laying the subject on the table, it would hin. 
der any man from showing hishand? (Laughter 

The yeas and nays were then taken, and rl 
sulted—yeas 82, nays 112; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Belser, Bidlack, Ja 
James A. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd 
Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown wit 
liam J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Reyh., 
Chapman, Augustus A. Chapman, Chappell, Clinton Cobp 
Coles, Cross, Cullom, Daniel, Dawson, Dean, Delict Dun’ 
can, Ficklin, French, Grider, Hammett, Haralson, Henle 
Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hughes, Jameson, (a.’ 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston Ki =. 
Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McClernand, McCoy 
nell, McKay, Mathews, Murphy, Norris, Owen, Payne, 
Pratt, David S. Keid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Russell, gt. John, 
Saunders, Simpson, Slidell, Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, 
Stone, Strong, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbans 
Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, and Woodward—83, 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Baker, Barringer 
Barnard, Beardsley, Benton, Edward J. Black, Brengi’ 
Brodhead, Buffington, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, Causin, Cling: ’ 
man, Collamer, Cranston, Dana, Garrett Davis, Richard} 
Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dunlap, 


Ellis, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, Giq. 
dings, Willis Green, Byram Green, Grinnell, Hale, Hamin 
Hardin, Harper, Hays, Herrick, Holmes, Hubbell, Hudson, 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James 8. Hunt, Joseph j 
Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Kep. 
nedy, John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Lyoq, 
McCauslen, McClelland, McIlvaine, Marsh, Joseph Morris, 
Morse, Moseley, Newton, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton 
Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey. 
Rathbun, Rayner, Charles M. Reed, Ritter, Robinson, Rock. 
well, Rogers, Sample, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas 
H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Albert Smith, 
John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stetson, 
Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Summers, Sykes, Tilden, 
Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Wethered, Wheaton, 
White, Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. 
Wright, and Yost—1)2. 

_So the motion to lay on the table was nega. 
tived. 

Mr. BLACK inquired if it was in order to 
move to amend the report of the committee? 

Mr. C. JOHNSON requested the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Scuenck] to withdraw his de- 
mand for the previous question, to enable him to 
offer an amendment to the amendment now pent- 
ing, by substituting the following: 

That the rules of the last Congress shall he adopted by 
this House, except the 21st; and thatall petitions in relation 
to the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia and 
the Territories, shall bé received and laid upon the table 
without debate. 


Mr. SCHENCK said he could not think fora 
moment of withdrawing his demand for the pre- 
vious question for the purpose of admitting any 
such amendment as that proposed by the gentle- 
man from Tennessee. 

Mr. LEWIS said he desired to speak upon 
that proposition. 

Mr. COBB inquired what would be the effect 
of sustaining the previous question? 

The SPEAKER replied that the effect would 
be to bring the House to a vote, first upon the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Vit- 
ginia, and then upon the adoption of the report. 

Upon seconding the demand for the previous 
— tellers were demanded and ordered; and 
Messrs. Haratson and GrinnELt were appointed; 
and having counted the votes, they reported 
in the affirmative, and 90 in the negative. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
not seconded. 

The question recurring on the motion to post 

one the further consideration of the subject until 

uesday next, 

Mr. HUNT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. WHITE rose toa point of order. The 
House had, by a solemn vote, suspended the rules 
for the purpose of proceeding to determine this 
question; and now it was proposed, by the vote 
of a bare majority, to postpone its consideration. 
He desired to know whether, in the opinion of 
the Chair, a bare majority was sufficient to post 
pone a subject which two thirds had determin 
should be considered ? 

Being answered in the affirmative, 

Mr. WHITE observed that he would not take 
an appeal from the decision of the Chair, for he 
knew very well it would be sustained; but 
could assure the Speaker that he would find no 
precedent for such a decision. : 

The SPEAKER said he would promise the 
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gentleman to produce an authority for his deci- '| States of the Union, for the purpose of amending 


othe eas and nays being then taken, resulted— 
yeas 88, nays 102; as follows: 


| 

nie rs. Atkinson, Belser, Bidlack, Edward J. | 

re Tames Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bossier, | 
? 


power, Bowlin, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, 
’ 
park 


e. Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Au- | 
aan Ae Chapman, Chappell, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Colla- | 
Bo Cross, Dana, Daniel, John W. Davis, Dean, Drom- | 
pox Duncan, Farlee, Ficklin, Foster, French, Byram 
ai Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hays, Henley, Her- | 
Greer holines, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, James | 
Lage Bory Cave Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Ken- 
od Preston King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Lewis, Lu- 
. "Lumpkin, McClernand, McConnell, McKay, Mathews, 
cm h Morris, Murphy, Owen, Payne, Emery D. Potter, 
at S. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Ritter, St. John, Saunders, 
ees Simpson, Slidell, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, 
syrenrod, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thompson, 
Tiuatts, Tucker, Wentworth, and Williams—88. 
NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
ad, Beardsley, Benton, Brengle, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brod 
ca Milton Brown, Buflington, Cary, Carroll, Catlin, 
(asin, Clingman, Cranston, Cullom,Garrett Davis, Richard 
D pavis. Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, 
punlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fish, Florence, Foot, Giddings, Willis 
Green, Grinnell, Grider, Hardin, Harper, Hoge, Hudson, 
Hughes, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, Joseph R. Inger- 
coll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
John P. Kennedy, Daniel P. King, Lyon, McCauslen, Mc- 
Clelland, McIlvaine, Marsh, Morse, Moseley, Newton, 
Norris, Parmenter, Patterson, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, 
Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Rayner, Charles 
M. Reed, Rhett, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, Sam- 
je, Schenck, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, 
David L. Seymour, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stephens, 
sietson, John Stewart, Summers, Thomasson, ‘Tilden, 
Tyler, Vance, Vanmeter, Vinton, Weller, Wethered, 
Wheaton, White, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. | 
Wright, and Yost—102. 
The motion to postpone being negatived, 
Mr. C. JOHNSON inquired if his amendment 
would now be in order? 


The SPEAKER decided that it would be in 


order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL rose to a question of order. 
The House had already adopted the rules of the 
last Congress, and he thought, therefore, it would 
not be in order to readopt them. 

The SPEAKER remarked that he did not un- 
derstand this proposition precisely in the light of 
the adoption of the rules of the oa House, be- 
cause it was proposed to make a modification. 

The rules having been read through, 

Mr. HARALSON observed that the amend- 
mentof the gentleman from Virginia embraced 
very many subjects; and the proposition of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr.C. Jounson] was 
toamend that amendment. 

The SPEAKER observed that the gentleman 
from Tennessee was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HARALSON (with the permission of the 
gentleman from Tennessee) barely wished to re- 
mark that it was evident they could not under- 
stand the matter before them, from merely hear- 
ing the amendment read at the Clerk’s table; and 
he therefore moved that the House adjourn, with 
the view of giving every member an opportunity 
of knowing what he was about to vote on. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE requested the gentleman 
from Georgia to withdraw his motion, to allow 
him to move for the printing of the amendment; 
which request being complied with, Mr. D. moved 
that the amendment be printed. 
ao SPEAKER having put the question to the 

ouse, 

_ Mr. BARNARD inquired if the motion was 
in order? 

The SPEAKER said the motion to print alone 
was not strictly in order, whilé there was another 
motion pending. It could only be entertained by 
general consent. 

Mr. CAMPBELL observed that the motion 
was received, and not objected to, and the ques- 
tion was put by the Chair. He thought it too 
late for the gentleman from New York to raise 
the question of order. 

Mr. ADAMS (after some remarks which were 
wholly inaudible to the reporter) observed that 
there was, independent of the report of the major- 
ity of the committee, a report of the minority 
also, which contained a great number of rules, 
as an amendment, as he supposed, to the major- 
ity report, and concluding with two or three reso- 
tions, one of which provided that a certain por- 
tion of the members of the House, representing 

certain States of the Union, and a certain section 
of the coantry, should have a convention, agree- 
ment, or treaty among themselves, which was to 
be followed by an ultimate convention of all the 


| 


| spoke at some length, but he was not distinctly 








the Constitution. 

Here what followed in Mr. A.’s remarks was | 
inaudible to the reporter, till-he made an allusion | 
to Mr. Wise, and spoke of him as the Achilles | 


Achilles still. This gentleman (Mr. A. said) | 
was now going to Brazil, to join with the British 
Minister there in a remonstrance against the slave | 
trade, and to induce that Government to close | 


forever the market of Brazil against the importa- || 


tion of slaves, unless imported from Virginia. | 
He wished to know, if the report of the majority | 
were set aside, whether the report of the minor- | 
ity of the committee would take its place? He 


heard. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE replied, and in the course || 


of his remarks, said the gentleman from Massa- | 
chusetts, himself the author of a code of rules, 


| must know that the report of the minority could | 


not take the place of the report of the majority; 
for the minority of a committee would report 
nothing for the action of the House. The mi- 
nority could only state its views, and the grounds 
on which it dissented from the majority. The 
gentleman from Massachusetts need not disturb 
his quiet on that account. But the motion now 
was to print; and he could not conceive on what 
ground any gentleman could found an objection 
to such a motion. Was it desired to suppress 
information, and on that ground to obtain the few 
votes of gentlemen who, not having read the | 
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unjust and inconvenient to the nonge of the States of Ohio 
and Indiana. 

tuillion two hundred and two thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-one, and the population of Michigan is only two 
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The population of Ohio and Indiana is two 


| hundred and eleven thousand seven hundred and five. 


ti 


who was to show Hector that Achilles was || 


They think, from the population and the.interest of the 
people of Ohio and Indiana, that they are entitled to the 
office ; and praying, if a removal is made, (for the reasons 
given, and others apparent,) that it should be removed to 
the city of Lawrenceburg, Indiana. 


By Mr. FICKLIN : The memorial and proceedings of a 


1 public meeting held in the town of Marshail, on the 10th 
| of February, 1844, relative to the construction of the Cum- 
berland road ; which were referred to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The memorial of citizens of Port- 
land, Maine, fora marine hospital at that place; which 
was reterred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 26, 1844. 
Mr. WRIGHT presented two memorials from 


citizens of Onondago county, New York, asking 
Congress to make a grant of land for improving 
the Wisconsin and Fox rivers, and to connect the 
same by a canal, so as to connect, by navigable 
communication, the upper Mississippi and the, 


northern lakes; which was laid on the table—a 
bill for the purpose being now before the Senate. 

Also, a petition from Prime, Ward & King, 
praying that Congress will indemnify them for 
two Treasury notes, which they received in the 
course of their business, which were of those 
stolen at New Orleans; which was referred to the 


| Committee on Finance. 


amendment, might not feel disposed to sustain it, || _. 3 1th ; 
without first understanding it?) They had been || likan, Ford, and others, of Louisiana, praying 


| told that it was desired that there should bea fair, || 


direct vote on this subject; but to this end it was || 
necessary that the amendment should be pre- || 


sented, thatgentlemen might examine it, and com- || 
| 


pare it with the report of the minority, and the 
existing rules. 
the motion to print would be withdrawn. 


} 


He hoped that all opposition to | 


| 
| 


Mr.C. JOHNSON thought there had been talk || 


enough on this subject; and therefore he moved | 


the previous question. 


in consequence of some allusion which had been 


made to him by the gentleman from Massachu- || 


setts; and, therefore, he requested the gentleman 


| from Tennessee to withdraw, for a few minutes, 


the motion for the previous question. 
Mr. C. JOHNSON assented, on condition that 
the gentleman from Alabama would renew it. 
Mr. CHAPMAN, then, as one of the minority 
of the committee whose report was before the 


i! 


\| 


House, made some remarks in reference to an || 


attack made on the minorit 


and then renewed the motion for the previous 
question, 
The SPEAKER put the question on that mo- 


tion; and there was a second—86 voting in the 


affirmative, and 65 in the negative. 
The motion to print was also agreed to; and 


_ the House adjourned. 





The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed 


| to the reporters by the members presenting them : 


By Mr. BOSSIER: The petition of Thomas H. Lewis 
and forty eight others, citizens and members of the bar, 


| praying Congress to pass a law increasing the salary of the 


marshal of the western district of the State of Louisiana ; 
which was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. CALDWELL withdrew from the files and presented 
the petition and papers of Colonel Moses Wright, of Wayne 
county, Kentucky ; which were referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mt. WENTWORTH: A petition for a mail route from 


| Chicago, via Monroe, Elk Grove, Wickliffe, Miller’s Grove, 
| Cornishville, Crystalville, Hartland, Wedgewood, Wal- 


worth, Darien, and Fairfield, to Jonesville, Wisconsin ; 


| which was referréd to the Committee on the Post Office 


| the Ohio river,) an 
| latter than the former. 
| removal of said office to the State of Michigan, as being 


and Post Roads. 

Also, for a route from Ottawa, via Monroe, Elk Grove, 
Wickliffe, Miller’s Grove, Cornishville, Crystalville, Hart- 
land, Wedgewood, Walworth, Darien, and Fairfield, to 
Jonesville, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. HUBARD: The petition of F. Johnson, the heir 
of Drury Holland, for arrears of pension; which was ap 
propriately referred. 

Also, the petition of William Hackworth, for bounty 
lands ; which was referred to the proper committee. 

By Mr. T. SMITH: The petition of Amos Lane and one 
hundred and fifty others, citizens of the city of Lawrence- 
burg, Indiana, representing the propriety of removing the 
surveyor general’s office from the city of Cincinnati to the 
city of Lawrenceburg, on the score of economy. They 
represent the latter Pre as being of easy access, (being on 


They also remonstrate against the 


of the committee by | 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] | 


| 


i} 
tt 


i 
i} 


| 


rents, fuel, and living cheaper in the. 


Mr. BARROW presented a petition from Mil- 


Congress to pass a law authorizing them to enter 
back lands; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented documents in 
support of the claim of the representatives of Dr. 
John Houston; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a memorial from Eb- 
enezer Swan, in support of his claim for a pen- 


|| sion; which, with the adverse report heretofore 
Mr. CHAPMAN desired to say a few words, || 


made on the subject, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a petition from John 
Dilliard, relative to his claim under a contract for 
supplying provisions to the Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CHOATE presented a petition from Wil- 
liam H. Freeman, asking that the Senate will 
make a call for the proceedings of the court-mar- 


| tial in his case, and that the sentence against him 


may be annulled; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Rev- 


| olutionary Claims, made an adverse report in the 
| case of the administrators of William Grayson, 


for commutation pay. 

- Also, an adverse report on the petition of the 
widow of Albert Pawling; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, made an adverse report on the 
petition of the widow of Elijah J. Weed, for an 
additional amount of pension; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. CHOATE, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported a joint resolution to authorize 
the transmission of presents of books to the Min- 
ister of Justice of France, in exchange for books 
from him; which was read and ordered to a sec- 


| ond reading, and the report accompanying it to 


be printed. 
Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval 


bill to establish an armory or dock-yard at or 
near Memphis, in the State of Tennessee. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BARROW gave notice that, to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to amend 
the act entitled ‘‘An act in relation to lands sold in 
the Greensburg late (St. Helena) land district, 
and authorizing the return of money to individ- 
uals who purchased land there, for which they 
had received no patents, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BAGBY gave notice that he would ask 
leave, to-morrow, to introduce a bill concerning 
the five per cent. fund of the States of Alabama 
and Mississippi. 
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a | ~ | ; te ruary 26, 
FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. bill providing for all cases. He suggested to the || 


he (Mr. B.) had made, was distinctly stateq_ 
The bill to grant a certain tity of land to Senator from Delaware that it would be better to || the result of their observation. , 
aid in the improvement of Pox mb 


Wisconsin || et the bill lie over till to-morrow, and prepare a || Here Mr. B. read an extract from the reno, 

rivers, and to connect the same by a canal, in the | new section, embracing the principle he wished | showing that, from the observation of the ao 

Territory of Wisconsin, came up in order on the || embody in this bill—that is, of granting exten- || mission, a knowledge of the material of an 

question of engrossment; but, | sion of contracts, notwithstanding there may be | cannons were manufactured, was of more - 
On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, was post- || Persons ready to enter into new contracts to fur- || portance than any proof to which t 

j 


he 
poned till Wednesday morning, to enable him to | nish the same articles at a rate seventy-five per || terwards be subjected. This was t} leer 


; ne Co 
get certain information having a bearing upon | ©". lower than a furnished by the con- || to which they had come. It would ao esien 


1] be 
the bill. tracts proposed to be extended. If the Senate | in most of the countries of Europe, ae 


; , except Ene. 
| oe : t | > . 5S 
SALARY OF JUDGES. was willing to extend these contracts without | land, the cannons were manufacture 


d in nna 
modification, and to pay seventy-five percent. for founderies; but in England, where c a 
The bill to increase the salary of the judges of 


. ; , ontracts we 
e bil ' the favor of granting the extension, he would | made with private establishments, officers oan 
the district court of the United States for the re 


ot ¢ the have to remain satisfied. | invariably appointed by the Government to. 
western district of Virginia, was read the second || ami 7 






































and considered as in Committee of the Whole, || business, and required to be conducted with great || was sufficiently high to insure the best material 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be en- || C@¥tion and skill; and therefore nothing on earth | and workmanship; and upon turning to the re. 
grossed for a third reading. || could be worse policy in the Government than to | port which was made by the bureau, he found 
|| let out contracts to the lowest bidder. So par- | that in estimating the number of cannons, they 

INFRACTION OF REVENUE LAWS. 


|| ticular were the European Powers in regard to | estimated these at the very price which had ai- 
The bill to direct the disposition of certain un- |) this matter, that in the contracts which they en- | ways been given. This estimate was founded 


claimed goods, wares, or merchandise, seized as || tered into for the making of cannon, they always | upon a knowledge of the subject, and the com- 
being illegally imported into the United States, || Sent an officer of standing and experience, whose | mittee deemed that it would be sufficient to insure 





| Mr. BAYARD said that his amendment had ‘| amine and oversee the choice of the material, ang a 
time. | not reference to any particular contract which had | to superintend the progress of the work, Th th 
BONDS OF SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. been made by the Government. The Senator || bill which was introduced at the last session Ps "7 
; . from North Carolina [Mr. Haywoop] was right || Congress, had more especially reference 
The bill to authorize the Secretary of the in caving that aaeaons having se 3 made on | ples of provision and "deabiads and Gece S 
Treasury to make an arrangement or compromise behalf of particular companies to contract to fur- | thought, in that overwhelming species of legisla. me 
with any of the sureties on the bonds given to || nish cannon and ball, the committee who had the || tion for retrenchment and reform, to exclude tha 
the United States by Samuel Swartwout, late col- | pil) under consideration preferred, in consequence || particular portion which related to contracts f in 
lector of the customs in the port of New York, | of a recommendation from the Secretary of the || cannon, The Secretary of the Navy said, tha b 
was taken up and considered as in Committee of || Navy, reporting a general bill, with the limita- | inasmuch as Congress had passed a general lay in 
the Whole, reported to the Senate, and ordered | tions and guards contained in the second and third | of that kind, excluding all contracts, it was not ‘ 
to be engrossed for a third reading. sections; because it was not supposed that there || competent for him to continue any particular cop. c 
JUDGE OF CIRCUIT COURT. || would be any propriety in withholding an exten- || tract. The committee, under these circumstances, te 
5 The bill requiring one of the judges of the cir- || Ston of these contracts, even if the Government || and at the suggestion of the Secretary, reported ' 
. quis court for che District of Colusabin to dtelde |i would, in point of fact, be able to have the work | this bill, with an additional provision. They said, y 
ee aii an: dieeenidicia mde. tee. up enbane | done ata cheaper rate now than when the ori- | in this provision, that contracts should be ey. i 
: eta Secuedete of the Whole omested | = eee were = : neers except one the artinioe serele be had at 
. “ear sad : oe 1e Dill, as reported, Was avery just and prop- cheaper rate than was provided for i 
| to the Senay, and ordered to be engrossed for a | aetica al “ S y Je et oe Z P OF in the con. 
¢ aie need || er one; but it did not make that particular appli- | tracts proposed to be extended. There had been 1 
a ure peacing. | cation to the case which he desired it should. | but one contract made by the Government, as he ' 
~. GEORGETOWN COLLEGE. '|| The making of cannon was one of the mostim | understood the case; and by that, the cannons 
i The bill to incorporate the Georgetown Col- | portant and difficult operations in the fabrication | were to be furnished at what he considered a yer 
4 : ‘ant eae || of implements of war. was a very expensive | reduced rate; but he had been told that the pric 
3) lege, in the District of Columbia, was taken up || Of impl ts of It 7 or luced rate; but he had | told that the price 
Tt 













was taken up as in Committee of the Whole. _|| duty it was to watch every stage in the business, || a faithful fulfillment of the contract, under the 
Mr. WOODBURY inquired what committee || from the beginning to the end; and for the reason | limitations which he had submitted to the consid. 
the bill was reported from? || that the character of the cannon depended more | eration of the Senate. The object was simply to 


Mr. BERRIEN said it was reported from the | on athorough knowledge of the material of which 
Committee on the Judiciary, in consequence of a || 1t Was fabricated than upon any proof it could 
suggestion made in the report of the Secretary of | afterwards be subjected to. The test to which it 
the Treasury. It was to provide for the dispo- || W8S applied in proving it, might destroy the value 
sition of small parcels of goods seized in conse- || of the weapon; and every proof certainly lessened tne : : ' 
quence of the infraction of the revenue laws; || its value, till an ounce of powder would cause it | taking it from the company in Richmond, Vir- 
which, under the present law, cost the United || to explode. Nothing could be told by mere proof. || ginia, and transferring itto another. That com- 
States more than the value of the goods them- || The conclusion to which scientific men in Europe || ord had contracted for one hundred guns. They 
selves. The object of the bill was to provide for || had come, was, that the great security consisted | had supplied sixty of them. A letter which he 
the sale of parcels of goods of and under the | in a knowledge of the material of which the can- 


( held in his hand, addressed to Commodore Crane, 
value of $100, after such notice was given as was | "On was made; that it should be uniform, and of | threw some light upon this subject, and he would 


proper to enable persons to come forward and | good quality; and thus, being assured of the ex- | read it. (Here Mr. B. read the letter referred to.] 
claim them. | cellence of the material, the subjection of every | It would be seen that, in making a contract of 

Mr. WOODBURY did not make the inquiry || Weapon to proof would not be necessary, after | this kind, it was not all iron which was fit for 
with any view of opposing the bill. He would | the first had beentried. For this reason, nothing | the purpose. It required a particular description 
merely suggest to the chairman, whether the bill || would be more unwise than this policy of letting | of iron. The best in Europe for that purpose, 
ought not to be taken cognizance of also by the | Out contracts for the fabrication of cannon to the | was the Swedish iron. The board of commis 


Finance Committee? He threw out the sugges- || lowestbidder. The necessity forthe amendment | sioners, who had visited Europe, reported thatit 
had been proved by experiments, that its strength 


tion, but would not move such a reference. || had grown out of the act of the last session, 1 ; 
which required that all contracts should be let | was most remarkable. Their great object was to 


The bill was, however, reported to the Senate, || ; = ‘ ; ; ; 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. || 0Ut to the lowest bidder. The Department, in | ascertain the quality of that iron, which they suc- 


aw | making its estimate for the last year, had adopted | ceeded in doing. It was found that the iron furn- 
: AVAL CORTRACTORS: | auniform price for cannons; for, from long ex- | ished by the company in Richmond, approached 
The bill to afford relief to certain contractors || perience, they knew at what price the manufac- | very nearly, in its peculiar properties, to the ma- 


with the Government—that is, extend to them || ture could be safely conducted to insure good |, terial of which the Swedish nine-pound trial guns 
the time for fulfilling the contracts for casting | cannon; and he found, upon turning to the report || were made, and which excited so much surprise 
cannons and balls, &c.—was taken up as in Com- || which came from the bureau, this year, that the || in consequence of their great strength. Froma 
mittee of the Whole. estimated price of cannons was the very price || report, which he held in his hand, it appeared 

the guns already furnished to this Government 


examine into, and find by what contractors it 
would be most likely the work would be done in 
the. best manner, and not alone in the cheapest. 

It did not seem, however, to him, that it was 
at all necessary to change the present contract, by 




























On motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, a blank in || which was to be given to the contractor whose | 
the bill was filled up with twelve months; thus | memorial was before the Senate and the commit- || 






| || by the company, were highly satisfactory. The 
extending the contracts that length of time. _ tee when the act passed. || reason why the contract had not been fulfilled 
The bill was then reported to the Senate. | Some years ago, at the suggestion of Mr. Poin- | before the passage of the act which confined all 







Mr. BAYARD proposed anamendment to the | sett, who, at that time, presided over the War 


contracts to the lowest bidder, was, that their 
second and third sections, exempting from the | Department, e commission was appointed for the 


| 
\| 
| furnace got out of order; otherwise they would 
operation of these sections all contracts made or | purpose of visiting Europe, with a view to ascer- || have fulfilled their contract. Finding, however, 
to be made for sapplying cannon and balls. | tain the manner in which cannon were fabricated || that the guns which they made after this were not 
Mr. HAYWOOD remarked that the bill was || for the use of the different Governments, They |) of the same quality as those made before, they 
réported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, || visited all the establishments of the kind in Swe- } 
| 
| 





suspended the work, for the purpose of repairing 
on the suggestion of the Secretary of the Navy. | den, France, England, and Austria; and upon || their furnace. They would now be ready to g0 


According to the construction given to the act of || their return, having thoroughly examined every 1 on and fulfill their contract in a few months; and 
Congress remodeling the Navy Department, the | mode, they made a very able and elaborate report the pn A ween was, whether this company 














Secretary has no discretion to grantan extension || to the Department, which was subsequently in- || should be permitted to furnish guns, and renew 
of time on contracts, as was the former usage. || troduced to the notice of the Senate, he believed, || their contract, or whether the contract should be 
. There were a number of petitions presented to the || on the motion of the Senator from Missouri, || given to some other company? Past experience 
committee praying for an extension of contracts. ad shown that the cheapest cannon were not the 
The committee directed him to report a general | best. it had also shown how necessary it wae 








(Mr. Benron.}] Upon turning to page 48 of this 
report, ut be found that the suggesuon which 
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tohave instruments of war which could be depend- 
ypon, The bursting of a cannon had been 
tended with disasters too appalling to be forgot- 
= He recollected one case—on board the Es- 
ve he believed. A gun which had been run 
a the stern, with a view to protect that part 
f the vessel, burst, and killed sixteen men. The 
consequences of such disasters were deplorable. 
It was not merely the loss of life which was to 
be considered, but the dispiriting effects and the 
dread which such accidents produced upon the 
minds of men having not only to contend against 
the guns of their enemy, but to run the risk of 
peing killed by those with which they hoped to 
defend themselves. Mr. B. here referrred to an- 
other case, whith he read at some length. 
All this went to show how important it was 
that not only the guns should be of a proper ma- 
rial, but that the balls should also be ofa proper 
material; for, in either case, if there was a defi- 
ciency, the consequence would still be the same. | 
In the statement to which he had just referred, | 
the ball itself being inrperfect, it became wedged | 
in the muzzle of the gun; and the result was, the 
gun exploded. It was, therefore, quite as import- | 
ant that the balls should be made of proper ma- |. 
terial as the gun itself. Upon a review of the 
whole subject, he had adverted to the practice | 
which prevailed in England in regard to this | 
matter, and he would now refer to an authority 
ossessing full knowledge upon the subject. | 
Mr. B. here read an extract from the report of 
the board of commissioners.] This went to show 
the great importance of a knowledge of the mate- 
rial. Proof was not to be depended upon, be- 
cause, each time a gun was fired, it lost strength; 
and, eventually, if used too long, it must burst, 
whether ten thousand or Pen were the 
number of its discharges. There was no other 
security than that pointed out by the commission. 
Now (he asked) could there be anything more | 
absurd than this policy of contracting for the 
supply of guns with the lowest bidder? What 
authority would Congress have to send an officer | 
to superintend the performance of a work which 
acontractor had pledged himself to do upon his | 
own responsibility? Noneat all, if it went upon 
the principle that the lowest bidder should have | 
theeontract. ‘The contractor being compelled to | 
fulfill the contract, at a low rate—for he was to | 
be paid ata low rate—would, of course, find it |; 
to his interest to attend the work himself, and not 
submit to the inspection of an officer. {| 
The object of the amendment was merely to 
exempt this particular species of contract for the | 
fabrication of cannon and ball, from the opera- 


tion of the second and third sections; and to pro- | 
1 





| 
| 
} 
| 








| 


vide that such contracts should only be extended, 
where others could be made, by which articles | 
of as good a quality could be obtained ata lower | 
rate. The bill, without the amendment, would || 


| 


be fatal to the only kind of contract which could || 


be depended upon. \| 

On motion of Mr. SEMPLE—the morning || 
hour having expired—the bill was postponed till | 
to-morrow. | 

THE OREGON QUESTION. | 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 
resolution submitted by Mr. Semp ze, in the fol- 
lowing words: . ' 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to give notice to the British Government that it is 
the desire of the Government of the United States to annul 
and abrogate the provisions of the third article of the con- | 
vention concluded between the Government of the United 
States of America and his Britannic Majesty the King of | 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and lreland on the 20th 
October, 1818, and indefinitely continued between the same 
parties, signed at London the 6th August, 1827. 

Mr. DAYTON being entitled to the floor in 
continuation of his remarks of Friday, addressed | 
the Senate for about an hour and a quarter. Be- 
fore he resumed his argument he took occasion | 
to correct a misapprehension relative to an ex- | 
pression he had used on Friday, with regard to || 
@ principle of the law of nations. He referred to | 
& distinction between national rights—some of | 
which involved national existence or national 
honor; others did not. The first class of national 
rights were essential rights, that could not be 


made subjects of negotiation; the other class, in 


not vitally involved, were considered subjects of 
otiation. He desired to put himself mght on 
this point before he ‘ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| anchorage, though on the common element open 


| tory, with a view o 


When he closed his remarks on Friday, he was 
speaking of the character of the jurisdiction ex- 
ercised by Great Britain in Oregon. He had said 
that the sort of jurisdiction she exercised there 
was applicable to persons rather than things. But 
he had also said, that in passing the act authoriz- 
ing this jurisdiction, it was his own conviction 
that Great Britain had gone too far; for, accord- | 
ing to the terms of that act, the jurisdiction could 
be exercised over the whole of the northwest ter- 


| ritories not under the actual jurisdiction of any 
| other Government. t 
| ing this view, he called the attention of the Sen- 
| ate to the wording of the act itself; the several 
| clauses of which he read, making no objection to | 
| them till he came to the sixth section, which was 


For the purpose of illustrat- 


that obnoxious to the charge of assuming juris- | 


diction over all the territory (Russian and Amer- 
| ican, as well as British) not actually under the 


jurisdiction of any other State or Government. 


| His object was to show the loose manner in which 


the act was worded; for he did not suppose the 


| British Government intended to carry that juris- 
|| diction so far, nor was he aware that there was 


any just ground of complaint for any act done 
either to persons or property, under that clause 
of the act. And although another portion of the 
act might seem to favor the idea that jurisdiction 
was intended over property as connected with 
lands; yet it must be considered that there is a 


| sort of property of that kind, not claimed in fee, 
| but in temporary possession; such, for instance, 


as the occupation of a plat of land on which a 
fisherman spreads his nets to dry, from which he 
is not to be wantonly dispossessed while so oc- 
cupied; or such a possession as a ship has of its | 
to other ships when not preoccupied. He had 
read somewhere of a practice recognized among 
the wandering tribes of the deserts in Arabia, 
where, when the camp of a tribe or caravan is 


| pitched for the night, the flag of its country is 
|| raised at the head of the camp, and is respected 


by all other wayfarers. This, hespresumed, was 


| the sort of jurisdiction meant by the act extend- 
| ing the laws of Canada to the northwest terri- | 


tory. 
As to passing this resolution, (he asked,) did 
notthe same reasons exist now that had existed for 


the last twenty-five years for letting the present || 


convention remain in force? If Great Britain, 


'under the act of jurisdiction, attempts any in- 


fringement on the convention, let us complain 


first; and, if not redressed, it will be time enough | 


to adopt the resolution. There would then be 
some question upon which we could proceed for 


holding Great Britain responsible, either for her || 
own acts, or those of her Hudson’s Bay Com- | 


pany. He recollected reading of the extreme sen- 
sitiveness of some of the continental Powers of 
Europe, with regard to the custom in England of 
calling its monarch King, Defender of the Faith, 
&c., of England, Ireland, France, &c., which 
tempted Napoleon once to say that the King of 
England might fancy himself King of France, if 
he pleased, but he dared not set foot on the soil 
over which he claimed jurisdiction. Now, what- 
ever might be the interpretation of these objec- 
tionable clauses in the British act of Parliament 
relating to the jurisdiction to be exercised over 
Oregon, the fact was that the act had been in ex- 
istence for twenty odd years without being ap- 
plied to our injury: for he had never heard that 
any of our citizens had been seized under it and 
carried to Canada in chains, nor had any trial 
taken place affecting the lands or property in pos- 
session of our citizens. 
fair to infer that, if such jurisdiction had been in- 
tended, (as, undoubtedly, might be attempted ac- 
cording to the wording of the act,) frequent oppor- 
tunities could have been found of putting it in 
force. If four or five hundred of our citizens had 
lost their lives in the Territory by violence, it was 
to be attributed to something else. 
He next called the attention of the Senate to 
the character of the joint occupation of the terri- 
fshowing that the sort of oc- 
cupation which Great Britain exercised was that 
recognized by the language of the treaty of Nootka 
sound. It is an occupation of settlement for hunt- 


onization. She had not a fort in the territory. 
Some of her citizens had stockades to defend 


| 
which national existence or national honor was | ing, fishing, and trading—not for agricultural col- 
| 


|| themselves against Indians, and ‘to protect their || 


Was it not, therefore, | 
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property from depredations; but they were pri- 
vate defenses, not fortifications belonging to the 
British Government. Great Britain had in no 
way shown a disposition to seize upon the terri- 
tory as her own. For fifty years she had merely 
pursued those objects for which alone even the 
Joint occupancy could be considered of any con- 
sequence to her. Her citizens were not accumu- 
lating there, while ours were. Their object is 
merely that of trapping, hurting, and trading, 
which are pursuits authorized by the treaty of 
joint occupation. He believed she had acted in 
good faith with regard to her treaty stipulations 
with us in that joint occupancy. The aggregate 
| of her citizens there did not exceed one thousand, 
'made up of British subjects, natives of Canada, 
half-breeds, and persons employed by the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company. Now, (he would ask,) was 
that a sort of population calculated to make an 
agricultural colony? Their avocations were in- 
consistant with agricultural pursuits. The Sen- 
ator from Indiana, indeed, thought the policy of 
Great Britain in colonizing was not always for 
agricultural purposes, and asked, was that the 
object for which she seized upon Gibraltar, and 
other places of that description? Such cases were 
notin point. ‘There could be no similarity be- 
tween them and the joint occupancy of Oregon. 
She does not want Oregon asa place of settlement 
or defense. 

The Senator from Indiana himself had stated 
that our citizens were going there at the rate of 
ten thousand a year, which fully justified the 

|Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Coarse} in 
saying that, in twenty years, the whole territory 
would be ours by actual possession. England 
knows this; it is she that ought to feel, and did 
feel that, whatever claim she might have, would 
be lost in this occupancy of our citizens; and it 
was under a conviction of this that she had sent 
her special minister here to negotiate for a settle- 
ment, before she is entirely ousted by our agri- 
cultural colonization. 

Mr. D. here went into a statistical review of 
the present value of the fur trade in the Oregon 
country, with a view of showing that it is so in- 

|| significant that itcan be of no national moment to 
this country, and that it would not, on that ac- 
| count, justify the expense to this Government of 
military outposts, troops, and munitions of war, 
| for protecting it asa United States colony. Great 
Britain was not at adollar of expense for protect- 
|ing her citizens; they protected themselves as 
|| employés of the Hudson’s Bay Company. He 
‘| therefore submitted that there was nothing of 
|, national policy or national interests that demanded 
of this Gicetmnind to recede from the existing 
convention, and incur such an unnecessary ex- 
pense as its abrogation would involve oe 
in. Let the Oregon territory alone, and it will 
drop into our hands just as certainly as the fruit, 
|| in due season, drops from the tree. 
‘|| When he read an extract from the Louisville 
| Journal, on Friday, he thought he perceived, by 
|| the manner in which it was received by the gen- 
| tlemen on the other side, that it was thought 
| lightly of; but he should now call their attention 
|| to an authority the gravity of which they would 
|| not dispute—that of the Christian Advocate; from 
|| which he read extracts, giving a most discour- 
|| aging, if not revolting, character of the Ore- 
|| gon country. He also called to recollection the 
|| speech delivered by Mr. Bates, of Missouri, in 
|| the other House, a few years back, characteriz- 
|| ing the territory in such terms as he would not 
|| repeat. He did not, himself, believe in those 
| extremes; but he was sure he could not be mis- 
|| taken in the estimate he put upon the country, 
|, which was, that there were no national interests 
|| which demanded of us the interruption of the ex- 
|| isting convention, which the resolution now be- 
|| fore the Senate proposed to abrogate. 
| A great part of the argument of the two Sena- 
| tors f 
| 








Messrs. Arcuison and Hannecan] referred 
| to the honor and glory of the thing. Now, when 
|| the honor and glory of this country were at is- 
i sue, he was ready to & as far as any living man 
| in sustaining them. He with confidence said the 
|| same for his friends. Bat both he and they be- 
| lieved they could be best preserved by continuing 
| the presen: convertion, till such an adjustment 
| could be madé by negotiation as we could hon- 
\| orably ratify. 

The Senator from Indiana had made a very 
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forcible and eloquent argument; but it resolved it- 
self into a mere syliogism, that the territory was 
ours, as we all agreed it was, and therefore we 


had no need to negotiate about it; that we could | 
not negotiate without the risk of having to give | 
| 
| 
| 


up some portion of the territory; and that to give 

up one inch of 1t would be dishonorable; it would be | 
a Joss of national honor. 
that this was a mere begging of the question. To | 


give up Oregon, or any part of our undisputed | 
right to it, was not a question entertained by him || 


or any gentleman on his side of the Chamber. 


giving it up. 


Now, it seemed to him | 
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Mr. HANNEGAN protested against havin 
made any disclaimer of the sentiments he ha 
uttered; the gentleman’s acceptance was quite 
gratuitous; he made no disclaimer. 

Mr. DAYTON conceived there was no occa- 


| sion for bandying words about the matter. 


Mr. D. then adverted to the remarks of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, in reference to the 


conspicuous part New England had always taken | 


in maintaining the honor of the country; and 
dwelt for some time on the part New Jersey had 


| taken in the struggle of the Revolution. He called 
They had entertained no argument in favor of || 


Any argument, therefore, founded |, 
ti 


to mind many of the gallant deeds of the North 
and East, both by sea and land, with‘'a view of 


on that supposition, was aside from the question || showing that these portions of the Union were 


atissue. ‘I‘hat question was, that the existing 


If it is, who made it 80? Who made the conven- 


tion? 


Who ratified it? And who suffered it to || 


|; not less forward than the West, when occasion 
convention is discreditable to the United States. | 


required, to stand forth in defense of national 
rights and national honor. 
Mr. D. next reviewed the consequences of a 


continue for the last five-and-twenty years, with- || war with Great Britain on the subject of the Ore- 


out an effort to set it aside till the third year of || 


Mr. Tyler’s administration ? 

Mr. D. went into a long review of the history | 
of the convention, for the purpose of showing | 
that the friends of the resolution, and the West 


in particular, had all along countenanced and sup- |) 
He exempted, however, |; 
i} 


ported the convention. 
the Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] who 

did not come into the Senate till 1820; two years 

after the convention of 1818 had been ratified; | 
and he referred to that Senator’s speeches of 
1825, inacknowledgment of the perfect consistency 
which he had uniformly maintained in advocating | 
and urging the occupation of the territory by the 
Government of the United States. 

There was no part of the arguments on the 
other side which surprised him more than that of | 
the Senator from Indiana, who supposed the | 
honor of this country was so deeply involved in | 
retaining the utmost claims of the b 
to the territory of Oregon, that, sooner than ne- 
gotiate away a particle of those claims, he would 
rather accept the Utopia spoken of by the Sen- | 
ator from South Carolina the other day. 

Mr. HANNEGAN interposed to say that his | 
expression was, that he would embrace the Uto- | 


pia of the Senator from South Carolina, sooner || 


than sink the honor of this country by yielding | 
to the threats or fear of Great Britain 





negotiation involved a giving up of the territory; 
and sooner than that, he would accept the Uto- 


ia 
. Mr. HANNEGAN again interposed to say, 
that sooner than render up a foot of territory 
against our will, at the demand of Great Britain, 
he would accept the Utopia of the Senator from | 
South Carolina; sooner than see our national | 
honor and character so sacrificed, he would em- 
brace, not alone the three confederacies, but a 
division into separate republics. It would be a 
surrender of the territory, if, at the demand of 
Great Britain, any portion of the country’s rights 
was forcibly extorted; sooner than to submit to 
which, he would prefer a military despotism ca- 
pable of protecting our rights 

Mr. DAYTON did not believe he misunder- 
stood the Senator; he certainly had no desire to 
misrepresent him. He clearly understood him 
to mean, that a forcible surrender of some part of 
the territory was to be the consequence of the 
negotiation; and that, therefore, sooner than that, 
he would prefer a dismemberment of this Union. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. Yes; when the negotia- 
tion is accepted as an alternative to avoid war, if | 
it arises from a fear of war. 

Mr. DAYTON thought that brought the mat- | 
ter to a point; if a portion of the territory is given | 
up by negotiation, how could it be ascertained | 
that it was from any apprehension of war? That | 
could not be known. The question was, whether, | 
if, in the negotiation, any part of the territory | 
was to be given up, the Senator would prefer the 
dissolution of the Union to the acceptance of a | 
treaty based on that negotiation. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presumed no other Sena- 
tor so understood him. | 

Mr. DAYTON would be very happy if he was 
mistaken, for he feared this Union would be held | 
together by a mere gossamer web, if the accept- | 
ance of a treaty made by deliberate negotiation 
was to be cause for its dismemberment. 
Senator disclaimed that, he accepted the dis- | 
claimer; from the bottom of his hearthe accepted it. 








nited States || 


| rights. 


| ties, in God’s name let it be done. 
Mr. DAYTON said, the Senator contended a || 


| other, save in cases of the last extremity. 


| 








gon territory; and depicted the advantages which 


| she would possess in such an event, and the dis- 


advantages under which we would labor. He 
enumerated the squadrons she would have in the 
Pacific, the ships of war, steamers, and capabil- 
ity of transferring troops from China at a mo- 
ment’s warning, with supplies and munitions of 


on the plains of Oregon. 
nothing butrifles, against the muskets, bayonets, 
heavy artillery, and battering trains of England, 
backed by her fleets on the Pacific? What occa- 


sion was there for all this, when an honorable |} 


negotiation was open to us, and at our very door? 
Great Britain comes to us with the olive branch 


| of peace; not with her lion rampant to seize what 


is ours; but to negotiate between what she be- 
lieves to be her rights and we believe to be our 


of battle. 
would be met in a reciprocal spirit of friendship 


and good feeling; and if the existing difficulty can | 


be settled in peace, and with honor to both par- 
The day was 
past when nations should do battle against each 


What an incongruous spectacle of legislation 
did we present! We were reducing our mane to 
the lowest limit of a peace establishment, while 
taking measures to render necessary additional 
military posts, ifnot a preparation for war. We 
are dissussing the tariff policy with a view to 


| opening our ports to the free trade of the world; | 
yet entertaining, at the same time, a question 


which may involve in its consequences the block- 


ade of those ports. The country had no dispo- | 


sition for war—nobody wants war. 
ain does not want it; and least of all, with her 
best customer, the United States. 

Now,,he was ready to admit that, in any ne- 


gotiation on this question, there were rights to be | 


preserved; and one of these (which he considered 
of far greater moment than the agricultural value 


of the territory) was our right to the mouth of | 


the Columbia river. This was all important to 
us, and he trusted it would be so regarded by our 
negotiator. The amount of tonnage we now had 
in the Pacific ocean was very considerable; and 
would, no doubt, be greatly augmented by the 
trade of China being opened. ‘This point was of 
the utmost importance to us in time of peace, and 
of no less importance in time of war. 

He hoped he would not be misapprehended in 
anything he had said in relation to the jurisdic- 
tion of the territory. He was ready to go as far 
as the Senators who advocated this resolution, in 
resisting any attempt of Great Britain to arrogate 
to herself a right of jurisdiction inconsistent with 
our national rights, or any attempt she might 
make to pluck even one blade of grass in the ter- 
ritory in defiance of us. 

But, so far as the existing convention was con- 
cerned, believing that it was the determination of 
Great Britain to observe its obligations in good 
faith, he was opposed to all propositions to break 
loose from it. There is suclr a thing as national 


If the || law, and the opinion of the world on which it is 


founded; and, while he would not sin against the 


i honor of his country by meanly yielding one par- 


| ticle of its rights, he would be equally aye 


| 


war, alleasily transported by sea; whilst we would | 
| have to traverse five thousand miles of prairie, | 
mud, deserts, and volcanic regions of the Rocky | 
Mountains, without the probability of taking | 
adequate supplies of provisions or munitions of | 
war, supposing that the battle was to be fought | 
Were we to fight with | 


It is a question of mere negotiation, not | 
He trusted the messenger of amity | 


Great Brit- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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sinning we the law of nations which 4, 
manded of us an observance of nationa . 


r I ' l Proprie. 
ties, by not putting ourselves in the wrong, when 
’ 


by continuing as we are, we can remain ind; 
bh in the Nght. a indians. 
r. BREESE next obtained the floor 
hour of adjournment being at hand, he r 
the subject would be postponed until to- 


; but the 
equested 
morrow, 


|| The pending question was accordingly laid o, 


the table till to-morrow. 
CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 


On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, the Senate ro. 
sumed the consideration of the bill authorizing 
the transfer, to the State of Maryland, of th. 
stock held by the United-States in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio canal, on certain conditions—the ques. 
tion pending being the substitute, by the Ger 
mittee on Roads and Canals, for the origina} }j\| 

Mr. MERRICK was anxious that this bili 
should be proceeded with, as, to make it at al} 
available, it should be passed before the adjourn. 
ment of the Legislature of Maryland, which 
would take place on the 10th of March. 

Mr. SEVIER inquired if any expression of 
opinion on this subject had been given by the 
constituted authorities in the cities of Was ing- 
ton and Alexandria? 

Mr. MERRICK said that a deputation from 
the Legislature of Maryland visited Washington 

| some short time back, and conferred with the 
| authorities of the District, as well as with com. 
mittees of Congress, and that all parties ex. 
|| pressed themselves satisfied with the measure, ag 
, propased in the amended bill. 
||. Mr. TAPPAN wished the bill to’ lie over, as 
he understood the Senator from North Carolina, 
\|| [Mr. Haywoop,] who was not in his place, had 
| an amendment to propose. 
| Mr. PEARCE informed the honorable Senator 
| from Ohio that he had, in the morning, a con- 
versation with the Senator from North Carolina, 
and learned expressly from him that he intended 
to offer no amendment. 
‘| The question was then put on the amendment 
as reported by the committee, and agreed to. 
Mr. RIVES moved that the words ‘ Savage 
| river’’ be substituted for the words “ town of 
| Cumberland;”’ this would extend the-canal into 
the heart of the coal region; whereas, if it termin- 
ated at Cumberland, it would only reach the bor- 
'| ders of that region. 
Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senator from Vir- 
| ginia would’ not press his amendment. There 
‘| would be difficulty enough to procure funds to 
‘}extend the work to Cumberland; but, if the 
amendment was varried, it would take an addi- 
tional $5,000,000 to get on to the mouth of Sav- 
age river, a distance of forty or fifty miles from 








Cumberland. If the amendment was adopted, 
the whole matter would be put an end to, for no 
|| capitalits would be found to advance so heavy an 
| amount. 

After a short conversation, in which Messrs. 
|| TAPPAN, SEVIER, ana RIVES took part, the 
|| amendment of the latter was negatived; and the 
'| bill, as amended on the suggestion of the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. EVANS move@ that the Senate adjourn, 
but withdrew the motion. 


BILL REPORTED. 
Mr. BREESE reported a bill from the Com- 


mittee on Roads and Canals, the title of which 
was not heard. 


PETITION WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the petition of 
Martin Fenwick, praying confirmation of his title 
to a tract of land in Missouri, was ordered to be 
|| taken from the files, and referred to the Commit- 
|| tee on Private Land Claims. . 
| On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


| Monpay, February 26, 1844. 


|| The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 

|| ness in order would be the call of States for res- 
olutions. ‘ 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 


Mr. DROMGOOLE observed that there were 
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soutive communications on the Speak. || Mr. HERRICK submitted the following reso- | 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- | 
structed to inquire and report whether the municipal au- || 
thorities of the city of New York exact and collect from || 
seamen entering that port any sum, and, if any, what sum, | 
and by what authority, as hospital money, or for the sup- || 
port of a hospital at that port ; and what additional legisla- || 
tion by Congress, if any, be expedient for the protection of || 
seamen against exactions of hospital money not authorized || 
by the laws of the United States. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolu- i 


werent ie which ought to be disposed of, and sug- 


that, by general consent, they be read and 
referred before proceeding to the call for resolu- 


yons. > : 
‘ection being made, 
Noe SEAKER Ieid before the House a mes- 
from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a communication from the Secretary 
fthe Navy on the subject of the bill authorizing 
the transfer of naval appropriations, and recom- 
mending an amendment of said bill; also recom- 
mending the building of steamships on the plan of 
the Princeton; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 
Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 


. . . = 
| tion, and called for the previous questions 
|| Resolved, That the national Military Academy at West 
| Point ought to be abolished; and that the Committee on 
| Military Affairs be instructed to report to this House a bill 
repealing all laws establishing the same, and appropriating || 
the money now required to sustain that institution to the | 
| diffusion of military instruction in the different States and 
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The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. HAMMETT made that motion. 

Mr. REDING called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

Mr. HARALSON called for the reading of the 
19th joint rule. 

The Clerk read it, as follows: 


_ “No spiritous liquors shall be offered for sale, or exnib- 
ited within the Capitol, or on the public grounds adjacent 


| thereto.’ 


Mr. HARALSON remarked that that was al- 


|| ready a joint standing rule. 


Mr. ADAMS inquired if the proposition now 
ending was to amend a joint pale. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. ADAMS then remarked that, if the motion 


ment, in answer to a resolution of the House 
inrelation to the Louisville and Portland canal; 
which, on motion of Mr. Trssarrs, was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. Aa 
Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report from the bureau of 
topographical engineers, showing the extent of 
the improvements that have been carried on in the 


Territories. 


Mr. HOLMES moved to lay the resolution on | 
the table. | 

Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays on || 
the question; which, being ordered, resulted— || 
yeas 96, nays 70; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Anderson, Ashe, Ba- 
ker, Barringer, Barnard, Blackwell, Bossier, Bowlin, Jacob || 
Brinkerhoff, Buffington, Cary, Causin, Chappell, Clinch, 





| 
; 
|| prevailed, the resolution would have to go to the 


Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. HARALSON desired to move a substitute 
for the resolution of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire, to provide that the officers of the 
House be instructed to enforce the existing rules. 

The SPEAKER said amendments were not in 


| order at that time. 


The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 


Mississippi and other rivers for the last four years, || Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Coliamer, Cranston, Daniel, Garrett || motion of Mr. Hammerr to lay the resolution on 


the amount expended, &c.; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

RETRENCHMENT. 

| 


On motion of Mr. DEAN, the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Ohio, lying on the Speaker’s 
table, on the subject of retrenchment,were referred 
to the Committee on Retrenchment. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. ELMER gave notice that he should ask 
leave, to-morrow or some convenient day, to in- 
troduce a bill to erect a breakwater on the Crow 
shoals in the Delaware. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HOPKINS, pursuant to notice heretofore 
given, obtained permission to introduce a bill reg- 
ulating and fixing the times of holding the circuit 
and criminal courts of Washington and Alexan- 
dria, and for anes ae 

The bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. PRATT obtained permission to introduce 
a bill, of which he had heretofore given notice, | 
amendatory of **An act to amend an act concern- | 
ing naturalization,’? approved May 24, 1828; | 
which was read twice, and committed. 


PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. 


Mr. KIRKPATRICK moved the printing of | 
one thousand extra copies of a document which 
had been submitted to this House, containing a 
letter from Commodore Stewart on the subject of 
the Navy. 

The motion was objected to; and therefore it | 
went on the Calendar. 


TEMPERANCE. 
On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the use of the 
Hall was granted to the Congressional Temper- 


ance Society, after the adjournment of the House, 
on Thursday next. 











COAL AND IRON. 


Mr. BIDLACK moved to suspend the rules, 
for the purpose of taking up the resolution offered 
by him some time since, calling on the Secretary 
of the Navy for a report showing the results of 
the experiments that have been made, under the 
direction of the Department, to test the qualities 
of various kinds of coal and iron. 

Mr. ADAMS suggested to the gentleman to 
modify his motion, so as to suspend the rules for 
the consideration of all the resolutions that had 











Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Dellet, Dickey, || 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmer, Farlee, Fish, Foot, French, || 
Grinnell, Grider, Hammett, Hardin, Harper, Herrick, |} 
Holmes, Hopkins, Hubard, Hudson, Washington Hunt, || 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Dan- || 
iel P. King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lyon, Mc- || 
Clelland, McIlvaine, Marsh, Edward J. Morris, Morse, | 
Moseley, Murphy, Newton, Parmenter, Elisha R. Potter, | 
Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Preston, Charles M. Reed, David | 
S. Reid, Rockwell, Rogers, Russell, Sample, Saunders, | 
Senter, Severance, David L. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, 
Caleb B. Smith, Stetson, Strong, Sykes, Taylor, Thomas- 
son, Tilden, Tucker, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Wethered, | 
Wheaton, White, Williams, Winthrop, and William | 
Wright—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, Ed- | 
ward J. Black, James Black, James A. Black, Bower, | 
Boyd, Brodhead, William J. Brown, Burke, Caldwell, | 
Campbell, Reuben Chapman, Cuilom, Dana, John W. Da- |} 
vis, Dillingham, Foster, Giddings, Willis Green, Hale, | 
Hamlin, Hays, Henley, Hoge, Houston, Hubbell, Hughes, | 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Cave Johnson, Perley B. 
Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew | 
Kennedy, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, McCauslin, McCler- || 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, Moore, Joseph Morris, Nor- | 
tis, Owen, Payne, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reding, Relfe, 
Ritter, Robinson, St. John, Thomas H. Seymour, Simpson, | 
John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, | 
John Stewart, Stone, Weller, Wentworth, Woodward, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—70. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
The following resolution was offered by Mr. | 


KING, of New York, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 
extending a post route from Wilina, via the Natural Bridge, | 
to Diana, in the State of New York. 





Mr. BURKE offered the following resolution; || 


which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to re- 
port to this House: 1. The number and names of the States | 


| and Territories which Isaac Hill is under contract with the | 


Post Office Department to supply with post office blanks 
and stationery. 2. The quantity of blanks and stationery | 
which has already been furnished by said Hill, under said | 
contract. 3. The sum or sums of money which have been | 
paid, or may be due, to said Hill, by virtue of said con- | 
tracts ; and 4. Copies of said contract or contracts, together | 
with copies of the advertisements under which said con- 
tracts were made. 


Mr. REDING offered a resolution to amend the 
19th joint rule of the two Houses of Congress, so 
as to provide that no intoxicating liquors shall be 
exhibited or offered for sale in the Capitol, or on 
the public grounds adjacent thereto, and that the 
restaurants be forthwith removed from the Capi- 
tol. On this he moved the previous question; and | 
on seconding the demand for the previous ques- | 
tion, he called fer tellers. 

Messrs. Burke and THomasson were appointed | 


the table; and being taken, they resulted—yeas 
36, nays 131; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Edward J. Black, Blackwell, 
Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, Clinton, Cobb, Daniel, 
Dean, Dromgoole, Duncan, Foot, Hammett, Holmes, Hoge, 
Hughes, Lewis, Lyon, McCausten, McClernand, MeCon- 
nell, Murphy, Newton, Ritter, Saunders, Slidell, Steenrod, 
Stiles, Thomasson, ‘l'ibbatts, Vance, Wethered, Wheaton, 
and White—36. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Barringer, Bar- 
nard, Beardsley, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, 
Bossier, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Aaron V. Brown, William J, 
Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, 
Cary, Catlin, Causin, Chappell, Clinch, Collamer,Cranston, 
Cullom, Dana, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Deberry, 
Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, Dunlap, Elmer, Far- 
lee, Ficklin, Fish, Foster, French, Giddings, Byram Green, 
Grinnell, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Hardin, Hays, Henley, 
Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hudson, 
Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph RB. 
Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, 
Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, Kirkpat- 


| rick, Labraache, Leonard, Lucas,McClelland, McDoweli, 


Melivaine, McKay, Marsh, Moure, Edward J. Morris, 
Joseph Morris, Morse, Moseley, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 
Patterson, Payne, Peyton, Elisha R. Potier, Emery D. 
Potter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Rathbun, Charlies M. Reed, 
David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Robinson, Rockwell, Rogers, 
Russell, St. John, Sample, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. 
Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simpson, Albert Smith, John 
T. Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, Stetson, John 
Stewart, Sykes, Taylor, Tilden, Tucker, Tyler, Vinton, 
Weller, Wentworth, Williams,Winthrop, William Wright, 
Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—131. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question then being upon agreeing to the 
first part of the resolution, 

Mr. HARALSON inquired whether that part 
of the resolution of the gentleman from New 
Hampshire was not precisely the same as the 
19th joint rule, which it proposed to amend? 

The Clerk having, at the request of Mr. Rep- 
inG, read the 19th joint rule, and also the amend- 
ment, stated that, in the one, the words “ intox- 
icating liquors’’ were used, and in the other, the 
words ‘* spirituous liquors.” rey 

Mr. SCHENCK: inquired of the Speaker 





tellers; and having taken the vote, they reported 
been offered and had not been yet acted on. | 68 in the affirmative, and 62 in the negative. So 
Mr. BIDLACK assented. | there was a second. 

The question was put on the motion as mod- | .Mr. CAUSIN desired the question to be di- | 


ified, and decided in the negative. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


The SPEAKER then proceed with the call | 


for resolutions, commencing with the State of | 


Maine. 
Mr. DUNLAP offered the following resolution; 
whieh was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap- 
ford’s ridge, in the harbor of Portland, Maine, and to report 

n aine, and to re} 
by bill or otherwise. : : ye 


|| preventing the sale of intoxicating liquors, and | 
\| next on the other branch of the proposition. 

Mr. HARALSON also expressed his wish to | 
have the question divided, so that the vote could | 


vided, so that the vote could be taken first on 


be taken first on the liquor, and next on the other 
refreshments. 


whether the term * exhi iting as used in the 
rule, meant exhibiting the effects of the intoxi- 
cating liquors? : 

The SPEAKER replied, that the gentleman 
must place his own interpretation upon it. 

The question was then put upon agreeing to 
the first part of the resolution, and carried. 

Upon the second part of the resolution, the 

eas and nays were demanded, and ordered; and 

eing taken, resulted—yeas 80, nays 90; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Baker, Belser, Bidlack, James 
Black, Milton Brown, Burke, Burt. Cary, Catlin, Keaben 
Chapman, Collamer, Cranston, Cullom, Dana, Richard D. 
Davis, Deberry, Dillingham, Dunlap, Ellis, Eimer, Picklin, 
Giddings, Byram Green, Hale; Hamlin, Hays, Henley, 
Herrick, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Washi 
Hunt, Irvin, Cave Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Preston 
King, Daniel P. King,.MecClelland, Mclivaine, McKay, 
Moore, Joseph Morris, Morse, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 
Payne, Elisha R. Potter, roagg: Ba Potter, Purdy, Rathbun, 
Charles M. Reed, Reding, tt, Robinson, Rockwell, 
Russell, Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. 





The SPEAKER put the question, ** Shall the 
a be now put?”’ and it was decided in 
| the affirmative. 

Mr. HAMMETT inquired if it would be in 
‘ order to move to lay the resolution on the table. 


Seymour, Johu T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Stetson, John 
Stewart, Taylor, Tilden, Vance, Wentworth, Wheaton, 
Williams, Winthrop, William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, 
and Yost—890. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashe, Barringer, Barn~ 
ard, Beardsley, Benton, Edward J. Biack, Blackwell, Bos- 
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sier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, | 


Aaron V. Brown, William J. Brown, Butfington, Campbell, 


Causin, Chappell, Chuch, Cobb, Coles, Daniel, John W. | 
Davis, Dellet, Dickey, Dickinson, Dromgoole, Duncan, 


Farlee, Fish, Poot, Poster, French, Grider, Hammett, Har- 
alson, Hardin, Harper, Holmes, Hoge, Hubbell, Hughes, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Jameson, Jenks, John P. 
Kennedy, Kirkpauick, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, 


Lyon, MeCausiin, MceClernard, McConnell, Marsh, Mose- | 


loy, Murphy, Newton, Patterson, Peyton, Preston. Ramsey, 
David 8. Reid, Reife, Ritter, Rogers, St. John, Sample, 
Schenck, Slidell, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, Andrew Stewart, Stiles, Strong, Sykes, 
Thomasson, Tibbatts, Tyler, Vinton, Weller, Wethered, 
and White—90. 


So the second part of the resolution was not 
concurred in, 


Mr. ADAMS offered the following; which was 
agreed to; 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to in 
form this louse whether any gross errors have been dis 


covered in the printed © rixth census, or enumeration of || 


the inhabitants of the United States, as corrected at the 
Departinent of State in 1841,” and if so, how those errors 
Originated, what they are, and what, if any, measures lave 
been taken, to rectify them. 


Mr. SEY MOUR, of Connecticut, submitted the | 
following resolution, and demanded the previous | 


question thereon: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be |! 
instructed to inquire inte the expediency of repeating all || 
laws establishing or continuing the national Military Acad- || 
emy at West Point, and that they report by bill or other- || 


Wise. 


The second to the previous question having 
been refused by the House, the resolution went 
over, on notice of debate. 

Mr. SIMONS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and called for the previous question thereon: 


Resolved, Thatihe House, after Monday next, commence i| 


their sitting at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


On putting the question on seconding the call 


for the previous question, the vote was—ayes 58; || 


noes 79. 
So there was not a second; and the resolution, 
being objected to, went over. 


Mr. MORPHY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
that an assistant collector be appointed, to reside atthe city 
of Brooklyn, who may enter and clear vessels astire assist 
ant collector at Jersey City,in the same district of New 
York, is authorized by law to do. 


Mr. LEONARD submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
communicate to this House, as soon as may be, a list of all 
the post routes in the United States now in operation, which 
do not defray the expenses of said route ; describing the 
number, commencement, and termination of each, and the 
amount deficient in each for the year 1843. 


Mr. STRONG submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over one day, on notice of de- 
bate: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘That 
they will close the present session of Congress by adjourn 
ing sine die on Tuesday, the 7th day of May, ateight o'clock, 
p. m. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, offered the 
following resolution, and called for the previous 
question: 7 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
me United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
this Congress will adjourn the present session thereof sine 


die on Thursday, 30th day of May next, at eight o’clock, | 


p- ™m. 


Mr. WELLER moved to lay it on the table. 

Mr. HOLMES objected to the reception of the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER said that it was received, the 
previous question having been called on it. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 


Mr. WELLER observed that, if the gentleman 


withdraw the motion to law it on the table. He 
was opposed to all humbugs of this sort, and 
would vote against the resolution. 

Mr. LEWIS said that he had objected to the 
resolution. . 

The SPEAKER replied, thatthe previous ques- 
tion having been called at the time it was offered, 
it was not inthe power of the gentleman to object 
to it. 

Mr, LEWIS wished to know if a member 
could offer a proposition, and, by calling the pre- 
vious question, put it out of the power of the rest 
of the members to object to it? If this could -be 


| 


| 


the Chair. 
The SPEAKER said the point had been settled 
by repeated decisions of the House. 
Mr. LEWIS then observed, that if the point 
had been decided by the House, he would with- 
_ draw his appeal; but if such were the rules, he 
would not give a farthing for the right of the 
| House to object to the reception of any paper. 
On putting the question, ‘* Will the House sec- 
ond the demand for the previous question ?’’ the 
vote was—ayes 51, noes 74. 
_ So the second to the previous question was #e- 
fused; and the resolution went over on notice of 
debate. 


| Mr. BARNARD submitted the following res- | 
| olution, and called for the previous question: 


ed to report to this House an amended biil, in place of bill 
| No. 126, ** making appropriation for the improvement of 
| certain harbors and rivers,’ which shall include in said bill 
| No. 125 an appropriation for continuing the improvement 
of the Hudson river above and below Albany, of such 
amount as the committee may deem expedient. 


|| Mr. HALE moved to lay it on the table; but 
subsequently withdrew bis motion, 


The question was puton the second to the pre- | 
vious question. . 


Messrs. Wentworth and Deter were ap- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


done, the right of the House to object was worth | lowing joint resolution in reference to certain rec 
nothing. Mr. L. appealed from the decision of | "sates: 


|| quested, whenever he shall deem it com 


|| goods and shipping, to goods, wares, and merchand 
| ® 3 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- || product of the countries from whence, and in whose shi 


| 


| 


| Mr. 
\| 


.between said Governments and the United Sta 
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IPTO ity 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representas; 
the United States of America in Congress assembled. "p - 


the President of the United States be, and he is herd m 
patible With’ thy 

public interest, to make known to the Governments of Den. 
‘TN. 


mark, Sweden, the Hanseatic ‘Republics, Prussia Au 

and Russia, in conformity with the stipulations of then” 
isting commercial treaties between said Governments - 
the United States, the desire and intention of this Go, 


é ' 1s Gove 
ment to terminate such commercial treaties no a 


W it free 


: . 18 as hays 
contracted to allow the parties thereto to import on equal 


terms, as regards duties on merchandise and to.nage Pac 
into the ports of the other, goods, wares, and merchands 
other than those of the growth, produce, or manufacture ,; 
the nation in whose vessels the same are borne. « 

2. Be it further resolved, That in all future Negotiation 
which may be opened with the aforesaid Governments . 
any other, it is the policy of the United States to confine ¢,, 
privilege of reciprocal importation, on equal terms as ig 


ise, the 


they are imported, or to the product of such contiguogs 
countries thereto as usually carry on their commerce through 
the same. 


The resolutions were agreed to. 


BARRINGER offered the followine. 
which, being objected to, lies over one day: a 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directeq 
to furnish this House with a copy of the report and acco. 
panying documents made by William Gibbs McNiel, \aie 
President of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company 
addressed to the Governor of Maryland, if a copy of said 


'| pointed tellers; and they reported—ayes 33, noes | ~— and documents be in possession of the said Secre. 
|| tary. 


|| So there was no second. 
| Mr. HAMLIN then expressed his desire to | 
|| debate that resolution; and it went over in conse- 
|| quence. 

Mr. CLINTON submitted a resolution to fix | 


| the first three days of the month of April for ter- 
ritorial business. ; 





| 

(| Mr. A. V. BROWN said it was usual to fix | 

| three days of every session for the consideration | 

| of territorial business, and he hoped the resolu- | 
|| tion would not be objected to. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. BIDLACK submitted a resolution, the | 
|| purport of which was not obtained. It was ob- | 
|| jected to, and consequently went over. | 


On motion of Mr. C. M. REED, it was 


Reso'ved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
| ed to inguire into the expedieucy of making an appropria- 
| tion to improve the harbor at the mouth of Eik creek, on 


Lake Erie, agreeably to surveys made by the United States 
engineers. 
| 


On motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, it was | 


Resolved, That the President be requested to communi- | 
cate to Congress (if not inconsistent, in his opinion, with 
|| the public interest) the correspondence between the Secre- 
|| tary of State and the United States Minister at London, and 
| between the two Governments of the United Statés and 
|, England, relative to the colony of Liberia, in Africa. 


On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing 

a pension agency at Wytheville, Virginia, for the counties 
of Lee, Scott, Russell, Tazewell, Mercer, Giles, Pulaski, 
{| Montgomery, Carroll, Grayson, Wythe, Smythe, and Wash- 
|; ington. 


1 On motion of Mr. STEENROD, it was | 


|| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
| Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post | 
| route from New Martinsville, Virginia, via Sistersville, in 

| Virginia, to Parkersburg. o 


j 
} 
| Mr. HUNT, of New York, offered the follow- | 


| 
| 


aac SSS UE 


| 


} 
} 
j 


ij: . . * . 
ing; which, being objected to, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 
| municate to this House such information as may be in 
| possessi n of the Department in relation to the military | 


| 


|| escort of traders from Independence, Missouri, to the Mex- | 


|| ican line, on the route to Santa Fé, i 





} Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, wished, before | 


| | offering a resolution which he held in his hand, | 
wanted a direct vote on his resolution, he would | 


3 luding the reports 
| of the officer commanding the escort, and all orders issued 
| in rélation thereto 


to inquire from the chairman of the Committee | 
| on Commerce, whether that committee proposed | 
to make any report on the subject of reciprocity | 
treaties? 
_ Mr. HOLMES was understood to reply that | 
| that subject was in the hands of a member of the | 
committee to make a report thereon. 
Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, then remarked | 
that he presumed it would not be objectionable to 
the committee if the House gave the instructions 
| which were contained in the resolutions which 
he offered, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting wie fol- 








| 





| 


| 


Mr. ATKINSON offered the following; which, 
being objected to, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be ip. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the 
employment in the Navy of the United States of a sufficient 
number of blacksmiths, to be appointed, and to rank inthe 
saine manner, as carpenters in the like service. And that 
they also inquire into the expediency of abolishing the office 
of port captain in the Navy, and the receiving vessels at 
Boston, New York, and Norfolk, and of using the ordinary 
vessels now at those yards in lieu of them. 


Mr, HOLMES offered the following resolu- 
tion, and called for the previous question: 

Resolved, That the people of the slaveholding States and 
Territories of this Union and the District of Columbia have 
a right not only to their property in slaves, but to their en- 
joyment of that right in peace, unmolested by Federal ac- 
tion; and that the receipt of any petition, memorial, or 
resolution, touching that right, is an infraction of the Con- 
stitution, a gross interference with the rights of the States, 
and a disturbance of the peace and safety of the Union, 

Mr. HUNT moved to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Mr. HOLMES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. HUNT then withdrew his motion. 

Upon seconding the demand for the previous 

uestion, tellers were demanded; and Messrs. 

ELSER and HaRaLson were appointed. 

Mr. THOMPSON suggested that the resolu- 
tion be modified so as to read, ‘‘ an infraction of 
the ‘ spirit’ of the Constitution.’? The modifica- 
tion was refused. 

Mr. ADAMS said he desired to debate the res- 
olution, and he desired, therefore, it should be 
laid over. 

The SPEAKER observed that it was now too 
late, as the previous question had been demanded. 

The votes were counted, and reported by the 
tellers, as follows—59 in the affirmative, and 54 
in the negative. 

There being a second, 

The SPEAKER announced the question now 
to be, *¢ Shall the main question now be put?” 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to lay the question 
upon the table; and upon this motion the yeas 
and nays were ordered. tet 

Mr. WINTHROP desired to make an inquiry 
respecting the admissibility of this resolution 
under the QIst rule. [A laugh.] ‘ ; 

The SPEAKER remarked that he did not con- 
sider the resolution as interfering with that rule. 

The yeas and nays were then taken; and re- 
sulted—yeas 63, nays 105; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Benton, James Black, Blackwell, 
Jacob Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Buffington,Cary Coles, Dana, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dunlap, Elmer, Farlee, Foster, 
Byram Green, Hale, Hamlin, Hardin, Hays, Herrick, Hi 
kins, Hubbell, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. 
Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jenks, Cave Johnson, Perley B. 
Johnson, Andrew Kennedy, Preston King, Leonard, Lyon, 
McClelland, McDowell, Melivaine, Moore, Murphy, Qwen, 
Parmenter, Patterson, Pratt, Purdy, Rathbun, Ritter, 
sell, St. John, Sample, Thomas H. our, L Sey- 
mour, Simons, John T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, 
Andrew Stewart, John Stewart, Sykes, Wheaton, Williams, 
William Wright, and Yost—63. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ashe, Atkinson, Baker, Bar- 
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Belser, Bidlack, Edward J. Black, Bos- 
f, nen 4, Milton Brown, William J. Brown, 
eet Burt ‘Caldwell, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Clinch, 
burke, Cobb, Collamer, Cranston. Cullom, Daniel, Garrett 
CiimtOM enn W. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Dil 
— Dromgoole, Ellis, Fieklin, Fish, Foot, French, 
unghams Grinnell, Grider, Hammett, Haralson, Harper, 
Giddin oge, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Hughes, Irvin, 
Helenes, Johnson, George W. Jones, Jolin P. Kennedy, 
Andres P. King, Labranche, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, Me- 
neon McConnell, McKay, Mathews, Joseph Morris, 
= Newton, Norris, Payne, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, 
Mose yy Potter, Preston, Ramsey, Charles M. Reed, David 
cok Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Rockwell, Rogers, Saunders, 
ter ‘severance, Simpson, Albert Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 
ee Smith, Stiles, Stone, Summers, Thomasson, Thomp- | | 
Tibbatts, Tilden, ‘Tucker, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, || 
Wentworth, Wethered, White, Winthrop, and Joseph A. 


Wright—105. s 
So the motion to lay on the table was negatived. 


Mr. BELSER offered the following resolutions 
asasubstitute for thatof the gentleman from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Houmes,] and asked him to accept 
them as a modification. Mr. B. said he woflld in- 
form the House that the resolutions were the same 
as were adopted at the Democratic National Con- 
yention, held at Baltimore in May, 1840: 


Resolved, That justice and sound policy forbid the Fed- 
eral Government to foster one branch of industry to the 
detriment of another, or to cherish the interests of one por- 
tion to the injury of another portion of our common coun- 
try; that every citizen and every section of the country has 
a right to demand and insist upon an equality of rights and 

rivileges, and toa complete and ample protection of persons 
and property from domestic violence or foreign aggression. 

Resolved, That Congress has no power, under the Con- 
stitution, to interfere with, or control the domestic institn- 
tions of the several States ; and that such States are the 
sole and proper judges of everything appertaining to their 
own affairs, not prohibited by the Constitution; that all 
efforts of the Abolitionists, or others, made to induce Con- 

ess to interfere with questions of slavery, or to take in- 
cipient steps in relation thereto, are calculated to lead to 
the most alarming and dangerous consequences; and that 
all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to diminish the 
happiness of the people, and endanger the stability and per- 
manency of the Union, and ought not to be countenanced 
by any friend to our political institutions. 


; 
| 


| 


The question was put on reconsidering the vote || 
on seconding the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS asked if it was in order to move 
acall of the House ? 

The SPEAKER said that it was not, the pre- 
vious question having been seconded. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to lay the question 
of reconsideration on the table; which was re- 
jected. 

The question being put on reconsidering the 
vote seconding the previous question, it was car- 
ried—ayes 86, noes 37. 

So the vote seconding the previous question 
was reconsidered. 

Mr. HAMLIN said he was willing to vote for 
the resolution at the proper time; but that he was 
not willing to vote without being heard. He 
therefore gave notice of his intention to debate it. 

The question was again put on the second to 
the previous question, and decided in the nega- 
tive, 

Mr. ADAMS then gave notice of his intention 
to debate the resolution; and it went over. 

Mr. HOLMES said he would withdraw his 
resolution,.and offer, as a substitute for it, the 
resolutions just offered by the gentleman from 
Alabama, [Mr. Betser.] 


The SPEAKER said that the gentleman having 


. . > 
been given on it, he could not offer another. 


Mr. CRANSTON moved that the House ad- 
journ; but the yeas and nays being called for, 
withdrew his motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then offered a resolution in 
the same words as that offered by Mr. Beser, 


| 
i 
and called the previous question on it. } 


Mr. BLACK asked if it was in order to offer 
an amendment? 

The SPEAKER said that it was not. 

Mr. BLACK asked the gentleman from South 
Carolina to accept an amendment he wished to 
offer as a modification of his; (denying the power 
of Congress to legislate on the subject of slavery 
inthe Territories and in the District of Colum- 
bia;) and Mr. B.’s amendment having been read 
for information, 

Mr. CAMPBELL declined, saying that the 
gentleman would have an opportunity of offering 
it himself when the State of Georgia was called. 

The question was put on seconding the call for 
the previous question; and decided in the affirm- 
alive—ayes 86, noes 36. 


THE 






Mr. HUNT, of New York, moved to lay the | 
resolutions on the table; which was ‘anneal. 
The main question having been ordered, 
Mr. SEYMOUR called for a division of the 
question on the first and second branches of the | 


| resolutions; which was ordered. 


Mr. McCLERNAND called for the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 
Mr. VINTON called for a further division of 


the question, so as to take the vote first on the 


| first branch of the first resolution; which was | 
| also ordered. 


j 


The question was then taken on the first branch 


| of the first resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That justice and sound policy forbid the Fed- | 
eral Government to foster one branch of industry to the 
detriment of another, or to cherish the interests of one 


| portion to the injury of another portion of our common 
| country. 


Mr. STETSON rose, before the vote was an- 
nounced, and said he observed two of his col- 
leagues in their seats whose names were not re- 
corded—the one from Albany, the capital of the 


| State, and the other from the more western part 


of New York. There was a rule which required 


| all gentlemen in the House to vote when their 


names were called; and, as this was an important 
subject, he desired that his colleagues should have 
an opportunity to record their names. 

{Mr. S. was understood to allude to Mr. Bar- 
warp and Mr. Moss ey.] 

Mr. PRATT desired to record his name, and 
he voted ‘‘ay.”’ | 

The SPEAKER rose to announce the vote. 

Mr. STETSON interposed, and said his col- 
leagues had not yet voted. 

The SPEAKER replied that he did not feel at 
liberty to call upon any gentlemen to vote unless 
they themselves desired it. 

Mr. BARNARD inquired if his colleague was 
particularly anxious that he should vote on the 
abstract resolutions of the Baltimore convention, 
although he was not within the bar when his 
name was called ? 

Mr. STETSON remarked that he had no desire 
on that subject on any private ground, but as 
connected with the public interests. 

Mr. KENNEDY, of Maryland, made some 
remark, which was not distinctly heard. 

The SPEAKER then announced the vote— | 
yeas 166, nays 3; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Atkinson, Baker, 
Barringer, Beardsley, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, Edward J. 


Black, James Black, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob || 


Brinkerhoff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, 
William J. Brown, Buftingtou, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, 
Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Causin, Reuben Chapman, Clinch, 
Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, CoUamer, Cranston, Cross, | 
Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, 
John W. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, Dillingham, 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis. Elmer, Fartee, Ficklin, Fish, 
Foot, French, Giddings, Byram Green, Grider. Hate, Ham- 
lin, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, 
Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, ,Hudson, 


Hughes, Hungerford, Washinggon Hunt, James B. Hunt, | 
| Jameson, Jenks, Cave Johusou, Perley B. Johnson, An- 


drew Johnson, George W. Jones, Preston King, Daniel P. 
King, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, 
| Lumpkin, Lyon, MeClelland, MecClernand, McConnell, 


| McDowell, Mclivaine, McKay, Mathews, Moore, Edward | 


J. Morris, Joseph) Morris, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Owen, 
Parmenter, Patterson, Payue, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, 
Preston, Purdy, Ramsey, Rathbun, Rayner, David 8. Reid, 
Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Robinson, Rockwell. Rogers, Russell, 


| 
. | St. John, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, Senter, Thomas H. | 
offered a resolution, and notice of debate having | Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, 
| 


Albert Smith, John T’. Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. 
Snith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, 
John 8S. wart, Stiles, Stone, Strong, Summers, Taylor, 
Thomassun, Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Tucker, Tyler, 
Vance, V:nton, Wentworth, Wethered, Wheaton, White, 
Seta William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost 
| —166. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Grinnell, and Winthrop—3. 


So the first branch of the resolution was adopted. 


| ‘The question then recurred on the second 
| branch of the resolution, which was as follows: 


That every citizen, ard every section of the country, 
| has the right todemand and insist upon an equality of rights 


} 
' 
| 
} 


| and privileges, and to a complete and ample protection of 
| persons and property from domestic violence or foreign age | 


| gression. 

On this the yeas and nays were taken, and re- 
| sulted—yeas 17], nays none; as follows: 
YVEAS—Messrs. Abbott. Anderson, Ashe, Atkinson, Ba- 
| 


ker, Barringer, Beardsley, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, Edward || 
J. Black, James Black, Blackwell, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, 

| Boyd, Jacob Brinkerboff, Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Mil- 
ton Brown, William J. Brown, Buffington, Burke, Burt, || / ‘ , 
Caldwell, Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Causin, Reuben Chap~ || induce Congress to interfere with questions of siavery, of 
man, Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, Cobb, Coles, Collamer, |) 
Garrett Davia, || lead to the mont alarming and. 





Cranston, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, 
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Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dick. 
inson, Dromgoote, Duniap, Eimer, Farlee, Fieklio, Fish, 
Foot, Foster, Freneh, Giddings, Grinnell, Grider, Hale, 
Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Healey, 
Herrick, Holmes, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, 
Hudson, Hughes, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James 
B. Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jameson, Jenks, Cave Jobn- 
son, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Johuson, George W. 
Jones, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 
Kirkpatrick, Labranehe, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, MeDow- 
ell, Melivaine, McKay, Mathews, Moore, Joseph Morria, 
Morse, Moseley, Murphy, Nes, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 
Patterson, Payne, Peyton, Elisha R. Potter, Emery D. Pot- 


| ter, Pratt, Preston, Purdy, Rathbun, Rayner, Charies M, 
Reed, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Rock. 


well, Rogers, Russell, St. Join, Sample, Saunders, Schenck, 
Senter, Severance, Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Bey 
mour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, Albert Smith, John T. 


| Smith, Thomas Simith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, 


Steenrod, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, Jolin Stewart, Stiles, 
Stone, Strong, Summers, ‘Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, 
Tibbatts, Tucker, ‘T'vier, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, 
Wheaton, White, Woodward, Josep A. Wright, and 
Yost—I71. 

NAYS—None. 

The question then being upon the adoption of 
the second resolution, 

Mr. HARDIN moved that it be divided; and 
that the first part end with the word ‘* Constitu- 
tion.”’ 

Mr. RHETT asked to be excused from voting 
upon this resolution, for the reason that it declared 
that Congress had no power to interfere with 
slavery in the States, introducing the question of 
jurisdiction; and he did not intend, by any vote 
of his, to decide that Congress had no right to 

_ control the question. 
The question was put, * Shall the gentleman 


| be excused from voting?’’ and decided in the neg- 


ative. 
Mr. PAYNE asked to be excused from voting 
for the same reasons as those assigned by the 
| gentleman from South Carolina. 
He was not excused. 
Mr. BLACK, of Georgia, asked to be excused 
from voting because the first part of the resolution 
_ denied the constitutional power of Congress to 
abolish slavery within the States of this Union; 
and the second part said nothing about the con- 
stitutional power, but placed the question wholly 
on the ground of expediency, and thereby con- 
ceded the constitutional power of Congress to 
abolish slavery. He therefore asked to be ex- 
cused, 
The question was put, and he was not ex- 
cused, 
The question recurred upon the first part of the 
second resolution; which 1s as follows: 


Resolved, That Congress has no power, under the Con- 
stitution, to interfere with or control the domestic institu- 
tions of tle several States; and that such States are the 
sole and proper judges of everything appertaining to their 
own affairs, not prohibited by the Constitution, 


The yeas and nays being taken, resulted— 
| yeas 151, nays 3; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Ashe, Atkinson, Baker, 
Barringer, Belser, Benton, Bidlack, James Black, Black- 
well, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Briukerhoff, 

| Brodhead. Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. 
| Brown, Burke, Caldwell, Campbell, Cary, Catlin, Causin, 

Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clingman, Clinton 
Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Garrett Davis, Richard 

| D. Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Dickinson, 

Dillingham, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fariee, Fick- 
lin, Foster, French, Giddings, Byram Green. Grider, Hale, 
Hamlin, Hammett, Haralson, Hardin, Harper, Herrick, 

|| Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hubbell, Hud- 
son, Hughes, Hungerford, Washington Hunt. James B. 
Hunt. Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jameson, Jenks, Cave 
| Johnson, Perley B. Johnson, Andrew Jolinson, George W. 
|| Jones, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Daniel P. King, 

| Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
|| Lyon, McClelland, MeClernand, McConnell, McDowell, 
|| Mclivaine, McKay, Mathews, Moore, Joseph Morris, Mose- 
|| ley, Murphy, Nes, Newton, Norris, Owen, Parmenter, 
\| Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Purdy. Ramsey, Charles 
|| M. Reed, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Ritter, Rockwell, 

| Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Senter, Severance, 
|| Thomas H. Seymour, David L. Seymour, Simons, Slidetl, 
Albert Smith, Joon T. Smith, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
Steenrod, Stephens, Stetson, Andrew Stewart, John Siew- 
art, Stiles, Stone, Summers, Taylor, Thomasson, Tibbatts, 
| Tilden, Tucker, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, 

William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, and Yost—15l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Coliamer, and Vanee--3. 


Mr. TILDEN moved that the House adjourn; 
|| which was negatived. 

|| And the question was then put upon agreeing 
to the second part of the resolution, in these 
, words: 

That all efforts of the Abolitionists or others, made to 


| to take incipient steps in relation thereto, are calculated to 
dangerous cousequrnces, and 
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that all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to dimin- | the establishment of a mail route from Truxton, in Cort- 
| landt county, to Tully, Onondaga county, New York. 


ish the happiness of the people, and en@anger the stability 
and permanency of the Union, and ought not to be coun- 
tenanced by any friend to our political institutions. 


The roll being called through, and before the 
vote was announced by the Chair, 

Mr. STETSON, having quoted the rule in re- 
lation to members voting, observed that two or 
three of his colleagues were present, and did not 
vote. He demanded that their names be called 
again. He would name Mr. Barnarp, for one. 

Mr. BARNARD said that he was in his seat, 
heard his name called, and declined voting for 
reasons he would give, if permitted. 

The SPEAKER said it would not be in order; 
and if the gentleman desired to vote, he would 
direct his name to be called. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON insisted on the gentleman’s 
name being called again. The rule was impera- 
tive, and required him to vote, unless excused by 
the House. 

The SPEAKER said that he had no right to 


call the gentleman’s name again, unless he de- | 


sired it; and he then announced the vote—yeas 
128, nays 23; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Ashe, Atkinson, Barringer, 
Beardsley, Belser, Benton, Bidiack, James Black, Black- 
well, Bossier, Bower, Bowlin, Boyd, Jacob Brinkerhoff, 
Brodhead, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William J. 
Brown, Burke, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Catlin, Causin, | 
Reuben Chapman, Chappell, Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, 
Cobb, Coles, Cross, Cullom, Dana, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Dickinson, | 
Dromgoole, Dunlap, Ellis, Elmer, Fariee, Ficklin, Fish, 
French, Byram Green, Grider, Hale, Hamlin, Hammett, 
Haralson, Henley, Herrick, Holmes, Hoge, Hopkins, Hous- 


K. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Andrew Johnson, 
George W. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, Kirk- | 
atrick, Lubranche, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, Lumpkin, 
Seen: MeClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 


Owen, Payne, Peyton, Emery D. Potter, Preston, Purdy, | 
Rathbun, David 8. Reid, Reding, Relfe, Rhett, Ritter, Rus- 
sell, St. John, Saunders, Senter, Thomas H. Seymour, Da- 
vid L,. Seymour, Simons, Slidell, Thomas Smith, Robert 
Smith, Steenrod, Stetson, John Stewart, Stiles, Stone, 
Suong, Summers, ‘Taylor, ‘Shomasson, ‘Thompson, ‘Tib- 
batts, Tucker, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Woodward, 
and Joseph A. Wright—128. 

NAYS—Measrs. Abbott, Adams, Baker, Dickey, Gid- 
dings, Grinnell, Hardin, Harper, Hudson, Washington | 
Huut, Irvin, Perley B. Johnson, Daniel P. King, McCiel- 
land, Mcliivaine, Rockwell, Rogers, Severance, Albert 
Smith, Tilden, Vance, Vinton, and Winthrop—23. 





So the concluding portion of the resolution was 
agreed to. 
The House then adjourned. 


The following petitions, presented to-day, were handed || 


to the reporters by the members presenting them: 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of John D. 
Thomasson and fifty-eight others, citizens of Indiana, ask- 
ing a post route from Sinking Spring to Mount Pleasant, by 
way of Bryantsville and Daugherty’s Shoals. 

By Mr. FICKLIN: The memorial of William Highsmith 
and others, of Crawford county, Illinois, asking a grant of | 
lands to complete the national thoroughfare between Lake | 
Erie and the Ohio, by the improvement of the navigation of | 
the Wabash. 

By Mr. HAMLIN: The petition of Jacob McGaw and 
two hundred and seventy-seven others, citizens of Bangor 
and vicinity, Maine, for the abolition of spirit rations in the 
Navy, and for a suitable substitute ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin: The petition of sixty cit- 
izens of Erie, Pennsylvania, asking Congress for an appro- 
priation for a harbor at the town of Southport, in the ‘Ter- 
ritory of Wisconsin’; which was referred to the Committee 


on Commerce. | 


Also, the petition of sixty-nine citizens of Oswego county, 
State of New York, asking Congress for an appropriation 
for the construction of a harbor at the town of Southport, 
western shore of Lake Michigan, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Also, the petition of three hundred and twenty-two citi- 
zens of the city of Buffalo, Erie county, State of New York, 
asking Congress for an appropriation for the construction of | 
a harbor at the town of Southport, western shore of Lake 
Michigan, in the Territory of Wisconsin; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of one hundred and twenty citizens of the 
State of Michigan, asking Congress for an appropriation for 
the construction of a harbor at the town of Southport, in the 
Territory of Wisconsin ; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of forty-eight citizens of the city of Troy, 





State of New York, asking Congress for an appropriation 1 


for the construction of a harbor at the town of Southport, in 
the Territory of Wisconsin; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of ninety-eight citizens of Cleveland, 
State of Ohio, asking Congress for an appropriation for the | 
construction of a harbor at the town of Southport, in the | 


Territory of Wisconsin ; which was referred to the Com- |) ing the stockholders in such corporations from | of Governor Cross, of Arkansas, with a view of 


| the common duties paid by all other citizens of || having his claim settled at the Treasury Depart 
ment, 


mittee on Commerce. 
By Mr. WHEATON: The petition of inhabitants of the 
counties of Onondaga and Cortlandt, New York, asking 





i} 
i} 





By Mr. COBB: The petition of the heirs of John For- 
syth, for indemnification for property destroyed in the Creek 
war by the United States troops. 

By Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of Walter Gwynn and 
many others, of Norfolk county, Virginia, praying tor a re- 
cuction of the duty on railroad iron; which was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Accomac county. Vir- 


ginia, for a port of entry at Horntown ; which was referred 


to the Committee on Conurerce. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The petition of Mary Harris, 
widow of Newsom Harris, praying for a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. DODGE, of lowa: The petition of the county 
commissioners of Dubuque county, in the Territory of 
lowa, praying Congress for a donation of two and a half 
lots in the town of Dubuque, on the northwest corner of 


, Seventh and Locust streets; which was referred to the 


Committee on Public Lands. 
Also, six petitions from citizens of Iowa, very numer- 


ously signed, praying Congress for a donation of thirty-six 


sections of lagid, from unsold lands within the limits of lowa 
Territory, in aid of the Lowa City College. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 27, 1844. 


Mr. SEMPLE presented the proceedings of a | 
public meeting of citizens of Clark county, Illi- | 


nois, and a memorial adopted at that meeting in 


favor of an appropriation for the continuation of | 


the Cumberland road; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. EVANS presented a petition from Benja- 
/min Wyatt, praying indemnity for French spo- 


liations prior to 1800; which was referred to the 


_ Committee on Foreign Relations. 
ton, Hubard, Hubbell, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Joseph || 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a petition from 


citizens of Macomb county, Michigan, praying | 


for the erection of a light-house, and for remov- 


| ing the bar at the mouth of Clinton river; which | 
Mathews, Moore, Joseph Morris, Murphy, Newton, Norris, || 


was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Also, a petition from sundry citizens of Mich- 


| igan, praying further legislation to enable the old 
|| settlers in that State to have their titles to land | 
| adjusted; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Public Lands. 


| 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of | 

/a number of the citizens of Philadelphia, protest- 
ing, in the strongest terms, against the repeal of | 
the duty on railroad iron—a measure so strongly | 
urged, as they allege, by our large and wealthy | 
incorporated railroad companies, and English | 


manufacturers and agents. They assert positively 
that ** under existing laws, railroad iron can and 
will be produced to meet the entire wants of the 
country;”’ and that ‘works have already been 


established for that purpose, upon a scale that | 


will compare with the best establishments in Eng- 
land; and, ere long, iron will be produced from 
them as cheaply here as abroad; and it can now 
be had at twenty per cent. less than was paid for 
a similar quality of railroad iron seven years ago, 


when it was imported free of duty ” ‘*The> 


works referred to are the Great Western Iron- 
works, on the Alleghafy river; the Montour and 


| Wilkesbarre lIron-works, on the Susquehanna 
| river; the Crane Iron-works, on the Lehigh— | 


all in Pennsylvania; the Mount Savage Iron- 


| works, in the vicinity of Cumberland, Maryland; 
'the New Jersey Iron-works, at Boonton; and 
the Tredegar Iron-works, at Richmond, in Vir- | 
They also state (and state most truly) | 
that ** railroad iron will not be manufactured, as | 
long as a hope is entertained that Congress will | 


ginia.’” 


remit the duty upon this class of iron to incor- 
porated companies—all of whom have imported 
their iron under this expectation, and now ask 


for a legislation peculiar to itself, and which must | 


prove most disastrous to the whole country.” 
Mr. B. moved that this memorial be printed. 
It contained mucli useful information: and the 
statements of the memorialists, so faras he knew 
their character, were entitled to the highest re- 
spect. He must be permitted to say that after 
the number of solemn decisions on this subject 
which had been made by the Senate within the 
last few years, the bill recently reported by the 
Committee on Finance was a most extraordinary 


the country, for eight years. 





‘| dered to be printed. 


| sible, at either of certain points in the 
| Mississippi; and, failing in that object, to 
| its establishment at Memphis, Tennessee; 








- sae 





Febr 
cli : m1 uary 27, 
The petition was laid upon the table, and op. 
Mr. WALKER presented resolutions adopteg 


by the Legislature of Mississippi on the gy\;,.. 
| of a naval depot; instructing the Senators and . 


questing the Representatives from that 


State 
os ; t 
use their influence to have it established , 


’ if pos- 
State of 
Procure 
> Ww hieh 


were ordered to be printed, and referred to 4), 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, resolutions of that Legislature instructin. 
the Senators and requesting the Representatiy:, 
from that State to use their influence to procure 
the establishment of certain mail routes, which ; 
was said were of great importance to the people 
of that State. ; 

Mr. W. moved that the resolutions be printe 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. He called the attention of tip 
chairman of that committee to the memorial, and 
appealed to him and other members of that com. 
mittee to give the subject investigation at as early 


| a period as the business. before them would pers 


mit. 

The resolutions were so referred. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial from cit. 
izens of Cuyahoga county, Ohio,.setting forth the 
great importance of the internal commerce of the 
country, and of having proper harbors for jts 
protection, representing the ruinous condition of 
the public works in the harbor of Cleveland, and 
asking an appropriation to save them from de. 
struction. 

Mr. T. said the memorial contained a great deal 
of statistical information upon this subject, which 
was one of present importance, and moved that 
it be printed; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. T. also presented a letter from Leander 
Ransom, one of the ablest engineers in the West, 
on the same.subject; which was referred, with the 
above memorial, to the Committee on Commerce, 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a memorial numer- 
ously signed by citizens of Savannah, Georgia, 
asking for the establishment of a steamboat mail 
line between that city and the city of Charleston, 
South Carolina; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BARROW, on leave, introduced a bill en- 


titled an act to amend an act in relation to lands 
sold in the Greensburg (late St. Helena) land 
district, in the State of Louisiana, and author- 
izing a resurvey of certain lands in said district; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Con- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WOODBURY, on leave, introduced a joint 
resolution providing for the return of additional 
items in the commercial statistics; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill to 
amend an actentitled ** An act to carry into effect, 
in the States of Alabama and Mississippi, the 
existing contracts with those States in regard to 
the five per cent. fund, and school reservation; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. TAPPAN gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to introduce a joint resolution 
concerning dew-rotted hemp. 

Mr. FULTON gave notice that he intended to 
introduce a bill concerning land claims in Ark- 
ansas. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the 


| Judiciary, reported back, without amendment, 


the bill concerning the Supreme Court of the 
United States. ‘ 

Mr. DRAYTON, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the memorial of David 


nost | ) | C. Wilson, late marshal of Delaware, praying 
measure. It proposed to admit railroad iron, for 


the use of all incorporated companies, free of | 
duty, for five years, and then allowed them three | 
years, after the period of five years had expired, | 


| to lay down thisiron; thus, in substance,exempt- || to withdraw from the files the petition and papers 


for an allowance for office rent. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. SEVIER, leave was granted 
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1844. 


On motion of Mr. PHELPS, the Committee | 

Patents and the Patent Office was discharged | 
oo the petition of the heirs of Daniel Petti- | 
fro e, praying compensation for the use in the | 
rei of certain air furnaces; and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Public Buildings 


and Grounds. 
‘PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 


| 

Mr. PHELPS said he had been instructed by | 
the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office | 
to move the printing of the report of the Com- | 
missioner of Patents, with fifty additional copies 
for the use of the Patent Office, and fifteen hun- 
dred copies for the use of the Senate—omitting 
the list of patents expired, and the list of claims 
for patents rejected. ze 5 

Mr. KING said he was willing to printas many 

of this report as was necessary for the use of the 
Senate, and to give information to the country. 
He would like, however, for the Senator to ex- 
plain the object for printing such a large number 
xtra. 
Mr PHELPS replied that he could explain. 
In proposing to print an extra number of copies, 
the committee proposed to omita great part of it, 
comprising the list of phtents expired, and of the 
jist of claims for patents rejected. By omitting 
this portion of the documents, they retained only 
the (ericultural and manufacturing statistics, 
which the Commissioner furnished agreeably to 
anactof Congress of 1839. The document which 
he wished to have printed contained very useful 
statistical information for the country; and he 
knew from his own experience, that the number 
usually printed was not sufficient. He had been 
called upon by his own constituents for copies of 
this document; and he had always found that the 
number of copies with which he was furnished 
was not sufficiest to supply their wants. He 
ventured to say that the information contained in 
this document was of vast importance, and that 
itwould be useful to the country to have it dis- 
seminated, 

Mr. KING observed that the gentleman him- 
self, who was chairman of the committee, had 
not had an opportunity of making an examination 
which would enable him to speak accurately on 
the subject. Now, he always thought that, be- 
fore the Senate ordered an extra number of copies 
of any document to be printed, some plausible 
reason should be given to show the necessity for 
such an order. He had no disposition to throw 
any obstacle in the way of the printing of all 
useful matter, which it was advisable should be 
disseminated throughout the country; nor would 
he, on this occasion, make any proposition that 
would defeat the object of the Senator, [Mr. 
Puetrs.} He wished, however, that the matter 
should be examined into before passing an order; 
and with a view to afford him an opportunity to 
do so, he moved to lay the motion to print on the 
table, for the present. He would call it up at a 
reasonable time, so that no delay would occur by 
the motion. 

Mr. PHELPS rose merely to explain to the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Kine] what he had 
intended to explain before—that, although he had 
not examined the paper very minutely, he had 
examined it so far as to be fully satisfied that it 
was a very valuable public document; and he had 
also intended to state, that it was vastly more im- 
portant than the great mass of trash which was 
printed from year to year by the Senate. 

The motion to print the extra number was 
ordered to lie on the table for the present. 


POSTAGE SYSTEM. 


On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, fifteen hun- 
dred copies additional were ordered to be printed 
of the report of the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads on the subject of remodeling the 
postage system. 


CAPITOL RESTAURANTS. 


The joint resolution from the House, so to 
amend the 19th joint rule as to prevent the sale 
of intoxicating liquors in the Capitol restaurants, 
was taken up, read twice, and committed to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


BILLS PASSED. 





The following engrossed bills were read the 


third time, and 


meevet 
A bill to authofize the Secretary of the Treas- 





| 
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ury to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on the bonds given to the 
United States by Samuel Swartwout, late collec- 
tor of the customs in the port of New York; 
| A bill to direct the disposition of certain un- 
claimed goods, wares, or merchandise, seized as 
being illegally imported into the United States; 
A bill requiring one of the judges of the circuit 
court for the District of Columbia to reside here- 
after at Alexandria; and 
A bill to incorporate the Georgetown College, 
in the District of Columbia. 


CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 
The engrossed bill authorizing the transfer, to 


| 
| 


|, the State of Maryland, of the stock held by the 


United States in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, 
on certain conditions, came up, and was read the 
third time; and the question then being, ** Shall ' 
the bill pass ?’’ 

Mr. TAPPAN made some remarks on the im- 
propriety of making a donation of this stock to 
the State of Maryland, and said he desired to re- 
| cord his vote against it, and demanded the yeas 
/and nays; which were ordered and taken; and the 
| bill was passed—yeas 32, nays 11; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Benton, 
| Berrien, Buchanan, Clayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, 
Foster, Francis, Fulton, Henderson, Jarnagin, King, 
Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Porter, Rives, 
Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Uphain, 
Walker, and Woodbridge—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, 
Breese, Fairfield, Hannegan, Haywood, ‘Tappan, Wood- | 
bury, and Wright—1L1. 


RELIEF TO CONTRACTORS. | 


The bill to afford relief to certain contractors 
with the Government—that is, extend to them 
the time for fulfilling the contracts for casting 
| cannon and balls, &c., which was under consid- 

eration at the expiration of the morning hour of 
yesterday, came up in order. 
| Mr. BAYARD preferred that the Senate should’ 
| not progress in its consideration then. He de- 
| 


| sired further time to perfectan amendment, which 
| he intended to submit in lieu of that offered by 
| him on yesterday. 
| order of the day. 
Mr. HAYWOOD gave notice, if it met with 
| the approbation of the Senator from Delaware, 
| that he should call up this bill on Monday next. 


' 
| THE OREGON QUESTION. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Sempte, in the fol- 
| lowing words: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 


quested to give notice to the British Government that it is 


and abrogate the provisions of the third article of the con 
| vention concluded between the Government of the United 
States of America and his Britannie Majesty the King of 


20th October, 1818, and indefinitely continued between the 
| same parties, signed at London the 6th August, 1827. 


Mr. BREESE expressed his obligations for the 
courtesy shown to him in postponing the consid- 
eration of this question yesterday, and would 
| return the only acknowledgment in his power by 
| making the remarks he felt called on to offer as 
| brief as the very important nature of the subject 
under discussion would permit. He had no new 


| lieve the discussion, no matter to what extent it 
| might be carried, would place the question in any 


views of his own which, humble as they might 
be, he wished to present to the Senate. He had 
| received instructions from the Legislature of IIli- 
nois carefully to watch over and strenuously to 
| support all measures introduced in this body hav- 
| ing a tendency to secure to the United States the 
_ sole and exclusive occupancy of the territory lying 
| west of the Rocky Mountains. It was in that 
| body, in common with the entire people of the 
| West, aconsideration of the greatest importance, 
_ as relating to the honor and welfare of the coun- 
| try; but if he had never received those instruc- 
| tions, he would have considered it a dereliction 
of duty to let the discussion pass without taking 
| partin it, and expressing his concurrence with 
| the views entertained by the Legislature of his 
| State. He felt and ner the necessity 
of approaching any subject invo 
chance of collision with a foreign Power, with 





He therefore called for the | 


the desire of the Government of the United States to annul 
| 
| 
| 


| the United Kingdom of Great: Britain and Ireland on the || 


lights to shed upon the subject; nor did he be- | 


ving the remotest | West, and creatin 


335 





cool and deliberate caution, He would consider 
it impolitic and improper to meddle unnecessarily 
with the relations at present existing between this 
country and foreign Powers. He would be the 
last to advocate such a course, knowing that it 
was impossible to say where war heedlessly en- 
tered into would terminate; but he thought the 
gentlemen who seemed to have so sensitive a 
dread of the horrors of a contest with England, 
were operated on more by visionary apprehen- 
sions than any reality gave cause for. _ In view- 
ing this important question, and the results of the 
resolution now under consideration, he thought 
our judgment should have cool play, and that ne 
heated imagination should carry us from looking 
at it in its true colors. It was only necessary to 
give ita careful examination, a dispassionate con- 
sideration, to show the fears of those gentlemen 
to be founded on merely a supposititious basis. 

Those gentlemen, in their arguments, dwell on 

the horrors of a war, as if giving the notice re- 
quired by this resolution must inevitably be fol- 
lowed bya breach of the peaceful relations now 
existing between this country and Great Britain. 
The honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
started with the proposition that if, by giving this 
notice, we terminated the convention of 1818, or 
such portion of it as related to the joint oceu- 
pancy, we stood pledged, in the face of all the na- 
tions on earth, to enforce the sole occupancy by 
force of arms. But he did not think there was 
any foundation for such proposition; and, to show 
_ how much that honorable Senator was misiaken 
in supposing war to be the inevitable consequence 
of our giving such notice, he would review the 
_ causes which led to the convention; and in doing 
so, inquire into what claims Great. Britain had, 
or advanced, to the disputed country before the 
treaty of Ghent. Atthe time of the execution of 
that treaty, there was no special claim advanced 
by Great Britain, nor was there anything ex- 
pressly determined by either country as a mark 
of possession west of the boundary line. No 
proposition was ever made by England relative 
to the territory west of the Rocky Mountains; 
and when our minister at the Court of England 

received instructions to bring this matter to a 

settlement, and offered, in accordance with the 
| instructions he had received, to give to England 
| from 49° north latitude, no claim did she then 
make to the country now in dispute; but rejected 
the negotiation, because we would not agree to 
her audacious demand of the free navigation of 
the Mississippi, which she required for the pur- 
|| pose of extending her power and influence to the 
Pacific. This was her sole and avowed reason 

for rejecting the offer then made. She required 
| the free navigation of the Mississippi, and that 
‘| no true American would ever yield to her, or any 
other foreign Power. 

He had no wish to cast censure on those who 
|| were engaged in those negotiations; but he could 
not but express his conviction that the first great 
error—an error to which must be attributed any 
evil that may follow action on this subject—was 
|| in those negotiations admitting that Great Britain 
|, had even the shadow of a title to the lands west 
| of the Rocky Mountains. They should have 
|| taken stronger ground, and openly and fearlessly 
denounced the unfounded pretensions of Great 
|| Britain. They should have taken stand on the 
|| right of discovery in 1792; the cession to us of 
|, Louisiana in 1803; the occupation by an Amer- 


| 


eee that it had not been already presented ig || ican furcompany in the years 1810 and 1811; and 
y its advocates and opponents; but he had some | 


the rights which such possessions gave. Those ar- 
|| guments, if used, would have been more than suffi- 
|| cient to justify them in not listening to the claims 
set up by England. Had they done so, the embar- 
rassments that now surround us would never have 


| 
| 
} 
i} 


occurred. There was no definitive line marked 
by this treaty; everything was left open, and 
nothing absolutely denied to England but the free 
navigation of the Mississippi. All that was taken 
by either party during the war was to be uncondi- 
tionally delivered up to its former possessor; no 
reservations were made except in regard to cer- 
tain islands in the Atlantic, which were specifi- 
|| cally set forth; and it may, perhaps, be advanced 
|| in excuse for those engaged on our side, in bring- 
| ing this treaty to a conclusion, tha‘, at that time, 
| they could have had no idea of what the few suc- 
| ceeding years have done in filling up the vast 
a desire, not to be resisted, 
of emigration still farther west. This may be 
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advanced as an excuse for them in not settling 
beyond doubt, at that time, our claim to a coun- 
try which they, perhaps, thought worthless, and 
never to be required by our people. That claim, 
if then made, would not have been denied; and 
there would now be no doubts to solve on the 
subject. England dreamed not then of claiming 
what she seeks for now. Nor did she at a later 
period; for when, in 1817 and 1818, public atten- 
tion began to be excited, and the British Minister 
in Washington learned that it was in contempla- 
tion to send an armed ship for the protection of 
Astgria, he earnestly insisted against it, on the 
ground that we had no right, inasmuch as it was 
always a part of the dominions of his Britannic 
Majesty; but on informing Lord Castlereagh, 
then Secretary of the foreign department, he re- 
ceived instructions to give no further opposition, 
as England had no claim. 

The treaty of the 6th October, 1818, does not 
discover reservations of any kind; and no matter 
what the secret instructions of the British Minis- 
ter might have been, they can have no bearing 
on the subject. It cannot, therefore, be supposed 
that England, with her well-earned character for 
diplomacy, would have let this treaty be executed, 
if, in good faith, she believed herself entitled to 
any portion of the country west of the Rocky 
Mountains, without specifically setting forth 
those rights, and guarding them in the same man- 
ner as she did the islands before spoken of by 
special reservation. It seems not only remarka- 
ble, but, with her well-known acuteness, impos- 

sible, that, if she believed herself entitled fairly 
to that country, she would have suffered this 
treaty to be perfected without embodying and 
fully setting forth therein her claims. While 
negotiations were pending in London, between 
Messrs. Rush and Gallatin on the part of Amer- 
ica, and Messrs. Goulbourn and Robinson on the 
part of England, one of the first difficulties was 
to settle the northern boundary; and it was pro- 
—_ by us to fix it at a parallel of 49° north 
atitude, although our right to settle it at 51° was 
not then disputed. But how was this liberal prop- 
osition met by England? By the exorbitant de- 
mand of a free navigation of the Mississippi—a 
demand which England, when making it, well 
knew could not be received, could not be enter- 
tained fora moment. It was strange, the answer 
received to our more than liberal proposition; it 
showed, on the part of England, no disposition to 
settle the boundary question; it was to her in- 
terest to let it lie as it was, as it is her interest 
now to let matters rest as they are. 

Mr. B. here entered into a review of the prin- 
ciple of right of possession by contiguity, and 
maintained that it was only allowed by the old 
laws, when the vacant country so to be taken 
possession of was unclaimed by others, and with- 
outa population to cultivate or bring forth its re- 
sources, On this principle, England, then, could 
rest noclaim. She cared not how long we re- 
mained inactive. The longer so, the better for 
her. Her subjects, while things remained qui- 
escent, enjoyed all the advantages of citizenship. 
They reaped rich harvests; and, from the pecu- 
liar advantages they enjoyed from their Govern- 
ment, they were enabled to putall competition at 
defiance, and leave no chance of fortune for any 
without their own pale. During the negotiations 
at was hinted, by the British, that the Columbia 
river would form an excellent national boundary; 
but they would agree to nothing that would not 
leave the mouth of that river open in common to 
both; thus, at that early day, evincing a know!l- 
edge of the vast imporiance of the possession of 
that point. But, notwithstanding that knowl- 
edge, and notwithstanding the further knowledge 
of the advantages which, from her acknowledged 
diplomatic skill, she might insure by defining the 
boundary to the parallel of 49° north latitude, 
which would give her an opportunity to creep in 
on the territory of Russia, still she sought the 
free navigation of the Mississippi. 

After this convention, in which no one can per- 
ceive the shadow of a claim advanced by Great 
Britain we strengthened our title to a degree per- 
fectly incontrovertible by the treaty with Spain 
of 1819, in which she ceded to us her rights fully 
as she possessed them, to all the territory north 
of 420. This, had we no other claim, would be 
more than sufficient. 
in the message of President Monrye, in the |! 


_ Tes ¢ 








year 1820, he called the attention of the Legisla- 
ture to the subject now under consideration, and | 
recommended the erection of military posts in the | 
territory; he did this when the convention was 
but newly entered into, and when its provisions | 
and intentions were fully understood by all; and 
it is not to be supposed that he would have done 
so, if not firmly convinced not only of the right, | 
but, further, of that right being acknowledged. | 
This shows the important light in which the 
subject was viewed twenty-four years back; but | 
it does not show that this recommendation of- | 
fended the pride or wounded the dignity of Great | 
Britain, or brought on us the horrors of a war; 
all of which it is now pretended we will do by 
giving to her a simple, peaceable, and legitimate | 
notice, 
In 1824, when Mr. Rush was engaged in ne- 
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gotiations in London with Mr. Huskisson and 
Mr. Stratford Canning, he was met on the thresh- 
old of those negotiations by the important por- 
tion of President Monroe’s message in 1822, 
which emphatically declares that no part of this 
continentshall ever be opened to European coloni- | 
zation; and from that day to this, and forever, | 
Americans are committed to that avowal; they 
are bound to the principle, and cannot depart 
from it. ‘* No part of this continent shall ever | 
be opened to European colonization.’’ It has | 
been brought forward frequently since, and be- 
fore the nations of the earth we stand avowed to 
support it. It was this that led us to offer to 
make common cause with the South American | 
republics, if they would agree to resist European 
colonization. What has prevented Great Britain 
from taking possession of the mouth of the Gulf | 
of Mexico, which it is admitted she could have | 
done long ere this? Nothing but the moral force 
of this declaration. As long, then, as we hold | 
valuable our honor—as long as we hold dear our | 
integrity and character as a nation—so long will | 
we stand firmly by it—so long will we oppose 
European colonization on any part of our conti- | 
nent. This declaration was met then by Mr. 
Huskisson and Mr Canning by acounter declar- | 
ation that they were wholly unprepared to admit 
the doctrine of President Monroe, as there were 
portions of this continent now as open to coloni- 
zation as they were at any other time in the his- 
tory of the world. Mr. B. went on to show that | 
England, all through those negotiations, never 
attempted to set forth any positive’ or specific | 
claim, as she would undoubtedly have done had | 
she the right; but on the contrary, avoided allud- 
ing to any such, preferring remaining quietly in | 
possession to Opening any inquiry, which she 
knew would result in leaving her without the | 
vestige of a title to the occupancy of even a frac- 
tenal part of the territory. If a proposal had | 
been then made to end the agreement which we | 
now seek to put an end Lo, it would not have been | 
received as a declaration of war; and why should | 
ithe so now? After describing the treaty which | 
sprang up from our new relations with Russia in | 
| 
| 





1324, by which we ceded to that country all our | 
rights north of 549 40’ north latitude, Mr. B. 
proceeded to pay a high tribute to the eminent 
abilities and untiring industry shown by Mr, | 
Gallatin in the execution of the high and honor- 
able trusts reposed in him pending the various | 
negotiations in which he was engaged as the rep- | 
resentative of his country. 

It could not be shown, in this discussion, that 
Great Britain, while those treaties were under 
*onsideration, even objected to the erection of 
military posts; nor further, that she objected to | 
the formation by us, under our own laws, of a | 
territorial government; for when reminded by | 
Mr. Gallatin that the act of Parliament of 1821, | 
so often referred to in this discussion, as going | 
further with jurisdiction than we could by our | 
constitutional laws, she made no objection to our 
framing and acting on such code as to us might | 
seem good, But the real object of Great Britain | 
leaked out when a bill was proposed to Congress | 
to establish, in addition to our military posts, a | 
custom-house at the mouth of the Columbia. This | 
was the sore spot—this was the real but concealed | 
ground of objection. No; free-trade England 
could not consent to the imposition of duties by 
an American custom-house at the mouth of the 
Columbia. And why not?) Was it from a spirit 
of philanthropy; was it to encourage or better the 
situation of the hardy setders, without discrimin- 
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ation, in a youngand barren country? No. | 
views ae widely different. By ye hes 
river open to the admission of all articles the 
Northwestern and Hudson’s Bay Companies . 
ceived all they required for the carrying on ther 
operations from England free of duty; and - 
this they were enabled to defy competition on q} 
part of our citizens, who enjoyed no such ddeus 
ages. - But here the matter did not rest; competi. 
tors thus driven away, the country was left jp 
quiet possession of those English companies, and 
the grand object was attained of holding the terri. 
tory without going to the trouble or expense of 
doing so by military tenure. 

There were no bills now before the Senate 
establish either military posts or a custom-houge- 
and he felt a confidence, if such bills were under 
consideration, England would not effer any ob. 
jection to their becoming laws. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, (from his seat.) England 
has already upbraided us for not doing so, 

Mr. BREESE. And will continue justly to 
upbraid us unul we do so. We are told Greg 
Britain never intended to colonize the territory; 
and, as a proof of her intentions, we are referred 
toa dispatch of Mr. Gallatin, in which he ex. 
presses his opinion that Great Britain had then no 
immediate intention of colonizing; but he goes no 
further in words, but leaves his opinion as to the 
future intentions of England, to be guessed at, 
by inserting some six or seven stars. 

Having now given his views, brief and imper- 
fect as they might be, of treaties subsequent to 
that of Ghent, in 1814, he would proceed to the 
more immediate question. It was, to him, incom. 
prehensible how England could take offense at 
our giving a simple notice, expressly provided for 
in the joint agreement entered into by both na- 
tions—a notice which, if it came from her, as it 
would be her right to give it, wg certainly would 
feel no offense at. There was no dispute about 
our right to give this notice. Why, then, the 
Opposition to it?) Why, forsooth, lest by exer- 
cising our acknowledged right, we offend Great 
Britain. 

The question, in his opinion, resolved itself 
simply into this: whether it was better to nego- 
tiate on the grounds of sole occupancy, to which 
all allowed we were entitled, or on the ground of 
joint occupancy, throwing to the winds our claims 
arising from discovery in 1792, the cession of 
Louisiana in 1803, our exploring and prior pos- 
session of the country, the rights ceded to us by 
the treaty of Spain, and all others susceptible of 
maintaining a title to which Great Britain has not, 
and never had, pretensions. The title of joint 
occupancy, as things now existed, was a misno- 
mer. It was true, a solitary American trapper 
or hunter might be found, here and there, through 
the territory; but no American citizens could settle 
down and compete with the favored English com- 
panies. It was said in giving this notice we give of- 
fense to Great Britain; but for his part, he thought 
the contrary; he had a higher opinion of that na- 
tion than to suppose her to be so far behind the 
civilized world as to take offense at a simple ac- 
tion on our part, expressly provided for in a 
treaty to which she was an acting party. He 
did not think her gigantic powers, of which the 
Senate heard so much, would be called into action 
without something more of a cause than could be 
picked out of serving her with a simple and legal 
notice. He, for one, would not er offense to 
her, or any other Power; nor would he recklessly 
advise, under any circumstances, a war with any 
nation with which we could be considered either 
an under or over match; but, in speaking of Great 
Britain, it became us to show and reject, with 

roper spirit, any unjust demand or attempt on 
er part to place wrong interpretation on any act 
of ours. i 

The Senator from Massachusetts confined his 
argument to two points: whether it was better to 
negouate, if required, part of the territory for an 
equivalent, or to leave things as they are. He 
argued that, by pursuing the latter course, the 
country, from the immense flow of emigration 
across the Rocky Mountains, would, in a few 
years, become ours without a struggle; our emi- 
grants would drive the hardy trappers of other 
nations farther north, until they would be lost in 
the frozen region; and then the country would be 
ours. This might happen, and no doubt will; but 
it is not the question. The principal question 
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